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ADVERTISEMENT. 



It is fearful odds against a writer, when, at each 
stage of his task, he is liable to encounter preju- 
dice as an upholder of a condition of society so 
repugnant to the feelings of Englishmen as that 
of slavery. 
Greatly must those odds be increased, if a dis- 

r 

position be shown by Government, hitherto believed 
impartial, to array the weight of its authority 
against him. 

But it is hoped that prejudice will not predude 
inquiry. In the following pages it will be found, 
that in setting forth the actual state of the West 
India Question, the real and permanent wel&re 
of the slaves occupies a conspicuous place. 

In regard to the display of power, let us con- 
clude, that when a measure can be demonstrated 
as positively bad, such disapprobation will be 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



manifested by the independent and disinterested 
members of the legislature^ as must exercise a 
salutary control over the counsels of ministers. 

Under this, impression, the following pages are 
respectfully submitted to the consideration of the 
members of both Houses of Parliament. 
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Chapter I. 

WEST INDIA PARTY DISINGENUOUSLY TREATED. 

The West India Question is gradually narrowing 
to a point. There seems now to be little difference 
of opinion in r^ard to all safe and practicable 
measures tending to ameliorate the condition of the 
slaves, though the time and manner of their adop- 
tion may be dependent upon local considerations. 

The question of emancipation, or that measure 
commonly designated Compulsory Manumission^ 
alone remains at issue. The paramount import* 
ance of this clause, and the alarm felt in every 
West India cdony at the threat of government to 
enforce its adoption, has caused the proceedings of 
the colonial department to be closely scrutinized, 
and it has in a variety of publications been charged 
with precipitation. 

A pamphlet has lately appeared in vindication, 
under the title of '' Remarks on an Address to the 
^* Members of the New Parliament, on the Prq- 
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" ceedings of the Colonial Department with respect 
" to the West India Question." R is avowedly 
*• written by a Member of the late Parliament," 
and bears internal evidence of being the production 
of a gentleman connected with the Colonial Office. 

This pamphlet calls for a reply, for two reasons : 
First, because the writer indulges in recrimination, 
and brings accusations against the West India 
body, which, if passed unnoticed, might produce a 
yei:y erroneous impression on the minds of the mo- 
derate and disinterested portion of the legislature. 

^^ppiKlly, bet^fiuse the writer discua^es the com- 
pulsory jp9aniimis£|ion d,ause, and acquaints us with 
tjie i^t^j;^ apd strength of the reasoning ^mp%ed 

1^ gov^rnm^ tQ JHStif)r th^ adoption of tit^t 
measure. 

T^e g^ier^l tone of t]^ publication wiU QreatE^ 
^l^ffik &\irpri^^, wd in goe. respect it will h(^ of ser- 
vice, in making knowi^ 1^ true relations aqd in? 
fl(uenc#. of tW contending parties. It W hw^ 
^serted by the anti-cdonial advocates^ ajsd be- 
lieved by ^ large portion of the cqwrnwiiity, that 
%\^e Wes^ Indiai^ possessed gr^at ioflui^nce witb 
govenun?^. by means of whiqh. their cause waa 
powi^liUly strengthened* 

If the well-informed portion of the public covd4 
ou^iOEi hay^ e^tertAiped tjiis belief, their ei:r<H: must 
appear mwiftfst on a perusaJ of the pa«o{diiet ift 
question. The writer exf^resses hiijtself ve^y i^n- 



ceremoniou^iy towards those of the West India 
body, wbo were members of the laesfi pariianieDt] 
and his tonei migbt lead one to comdude that he 
thinks them not ito)rth conciliation. He seema 
to justify his asperity, by complaining that the 
eolonial department is improperly singled out for 
attacl^ in regard to those proceedings which the 
colonial interests do not approve* Now be must 
be aware that, ccmstitutioiially spealcing^ respon^ 
sibili^ peculiarly attaches to that ioSper of the 
crown frcxn whose department particular acts ema 
Qate« Zf important measures affecting the coloaies 
are carried into effect, while there is reason ta 
believe that the Secretary of State fcM* that de-, 
partment is in possession of despatches^ oi&dal r^ 
ports> or o&er information showing tiieit inen^fe* 
diency, he. will be chiefly looked to for the doii^ 
Srequ^K3e6 ; because it is conceived to be hi% 
immediate ^^j to give foil explanation of the. 
details, both to his colleagues and to parliblntot, 
and not to ineur responsibility for measures^he could 
not conseientiottsly approve. These ace rather the 
sentiments of the Britii^ natidfi (hab of any iur 
dividual party. 

It camoti th^relofe, be invidioais to cani^s 
freely the acts of that particiilaiir department: .It is* 
the obyious and 1^ regular couvMi whne gtievaaces 
are feU^ apd aU our idefets of pu^lie prancipie war-; 
raitt a belief, that when such grievances site fmdy 

B 2 



stated, every officer of the crown td whose depart- 
ment they referred, so far from feeling indignant at 
their exposition^ would be anxious to extend his 
protection, in order to have thetti promptly re^ 
dressed. 

Thus viewing the case, our advocate of the 
colonial department cannot mistake the tendency or 
application of any of the comments contained in 
this publication; and he will be aware that a' fair 
spirit of argument alone influences an examitiation 
of his positions, and of the judgment evinced in the 
manner and tone with which he has maintained 
them. 

This writer endeavours to defend government, 
by diarging the West Indians with inconsistency. 
This mode of argument, so frequently resorted, 
to in political warfare, in nine cases out of ten 
indicates a feeble cause. It can surely never be 
too late to correct a principle radically wrong. 

But let us examine the charge. 

It is contended^ that compulsory manumission 
was clearly laid down in the proceedings of parlia- 
ment in March, 1824; that it was heard by the West 
India members without opposition, which was an 
implied acquiescence ; and that if they now turn 
round to oppose it, they must have been " the most 
*' ignorant, incautious, and imbecile body of men 
^' who fever were got togetiier to represent an in- 
•^teresf 
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r M was well known to the wrijter qf thi? ^nt^nqe^r 

» » 

tha)t the West India members were unaninK»i.sly 
opposed to compulsory manumission ; and it may 
}^ addedy that a charge, couched in such language 
as this^ could not have been expected from such a> 
quarter. It may be true, that the West India iqem- 
Ipers did not appeal to the House so early or 90 often 
^s the threatened injustice may have demanded* 
But is this diflScult to account for? When West 

• • • 

India members have come forward to state their 
case, have we not seen it retorted upon them in the 
widely-disseminated publications of the anti-colonial 
party, in terms of the utmost coarseness : ** He i^ 
a slave-driver : what attention or confidence is. due 
to thq statement of such a character ?" 

The West India members are indeed in a 
dilemma : if they speak, they run the risk of being 
ai)used — if silent, they are to be held parties tp^aU- 
the acts of precipitation and folly which may tajke 
place in colonial government. , . , , . ? 

It would be unnecessary to touch upon, this point, 
dfid not one remark pre-eminefltly suggiest itself fqr 
grave consideration. Throughout .this pamphl# 
we have the defending, of parties, clashing of in- 
terests, and such terms; iust as if the " Saints" 

ill./.-. » ■.*! -. 

and the West Indians were tq fight the battle be- 
twixt them, and whichever proved the most cunning, 
or the most persevering, would carry their point.- 
And is this the language an apologist of goyem- 
ment thinks it necessary to maintain ? Can he have 
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fbrgotten the grounds on which the West Indians 
wer6 induced to commit their cause to the care of 
government ? It was to stop useless or violent dis- 
(SusskMi. It proceeded from the principle, that if 
one party declaimed about alleged oppression of 
the n6giroes, and the other about their property, the 
safety of the colonies was the immediate province 
of ministers ; that, as public servants, it was their 
sacred duty to uphold all the possessions of the 
crown? and that, in watchiftg over their welfare, 
they equally protected the property of the colonists. 
Though this consideration influenced the conduct 

• • • 

of many West India members, still it is very errone- 
ous to assert, that no explicit opposition was made 
to compulsory manumission at the very outset. It 
is asserted that it passed without animadversion, 
*^ except in a Speech of the present Lord Seaford (Mr. 
^^ C. R. Eflis)^ made on the day on which Mr. 
•** Caiming uttered his celebrated commentary on 
^* its enactments." One would think that dissent 
could not well be more clearly avowed than from 
the lips of the Chairman of the West India body. 
In point of fact, sufficient opposition, consistently 
With the respect which was shown to government, 
was evinced, to prove that the measure of compul- 
sory manumission was from first to last peculiarly 
condemned by the colonial interests. When Mr. 
Canning first made known the intentions of govern- 
mient on this point. Lord Seaford explicitly denied 
being a party to them. When Mr. Brougham 



brougbtferward bis lust inetidi on the oaoi^ mh* 
jtot» Lord Seaford a^ain gaVe bis feMoos fbr 1^4 
sisting the measure* To those reasots^ not a syl^ 
lable in refutation Was offered by Mi*. Caatoing. 

Bel^ides these dedai'atioDis of the diairmoti^ every 
West India petition presented either to the Lii^» to 
parliataent, or to the Colonial office^ exf^icitly 6et 
forth similar sentiments-. The agdnts iot the co- 
lonie^^ the mei^chants and mortg)agjdes» darly felt 
alaxm; and in a petition ftom these last^ pre** 
sented on the 26th April* 1826^ to the Lords 
by Lofd Redesdale, ahd to the Cotmnons by Mr. 
Barings it was stated^ ^^ That until it shall be 
" proved, that free negroes wiD work tor hire, the 
^* process of compulsory ematicipation oinnoit even 
'^ be experibientally commeDced, bpon a West 
*^ India^ esstatdi with jbstice to the various parties. 
" holding legal claims upbli the property*" 

Suiely nothing could be more expiicit than thi^,, 
to co&yey the opiniob of the partiei^ Indst deeply in^ 
terested in the question^ But the hardy assertion 
of the writer we have quoted^ cailli^ fat stiU furtjieif 
explanation. This writer must know, that in every 
interview or communication with tlii^ Cokhial office, 
those of the West India body, to whose opinions 
most Weight was likdy to be attached^ were loud 
and strenuous in tlKrir entreaties for forbearance. 
They stated^ that the government had not givea 
sufficient examination to the case ; that they Wi^e 
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ignorant of many importairt^ local cifeumfiflaaces 
that those ought all first to be careftiUy and fiiUy 
investigated before a measure of vital importanoe 
was enforced ; and that, in short, the government 
were already getting into difficulties^ and if they 
proceeded further they would get more deeply io- 
volyed^ and might find it unpleasant, if not impos- 
sible, to extricate themselves. 

To attempt, therefore, to criminate the West 
India party, if opposition be now manifested, is not 
consistent with that impartiality which we have a 
right to expect from a member of the legislature ; 
still less does it indicate the manly candour pre^ 
sumed to influence the conduct of an officer of His 
Majesty's government. 

It Is argued, again, that a general declaration of 
dissent was not sufficient. The Order in Council 
for Trinidad cqntained four clauses, showing how 
compulsory manumission was to be carried into ex^ 
eputipq. That Order was uniformly described as 
the model for the rest of the colonies ; and it was the 
duty of the West India party, in their subsequent- 
proceedings, to move for the rescission of those 
clauses* if they entertained objections to them as a 
model. . 

Two reasons may be assigned why the colomsts 
deemed it unnecessary to express their disapproviA* 
of the Trinidad order. First, the tenure on which 
p;r<^rty was jield in the British colonies differed 
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£r08i>thati^^th&Sf»attlgh eddhy^df iTrinidad. 'S^^ 
/foildly^ it Ws notorious/ that various portions of 
that ordinr had td be r^atedlj^ setit home for ex- 
piabatic^ and remodelling, Wais there, then, fair 
rTe&son to beliere; that every clause contained in the 
original order would be enforced upon the other 
toloniefe, while it was yet doubtful if they would be 
finally confirmed eveii in the colowy for which the 
^rdibr had been originally firamed ? 
^ Time was sJforded the government for reflection. 
It was presumed, -that they would learh, by ex- 
psn^tiCBf the difficulty occasioned by legislating 
IR*^ipitd.t;eIy fbr distant settlements. This line cS 
conduct wa^ dictated by respect for the govern- 
ment. Had the West India body in England 
tome forward in a bolder manner than they had 
done to resist the determination avowed by the 
Glok)niaI Secretary of State^ how would they have 
been met? They would have been told b^" the 
wry same parties who are now Wilfully misinter- 
preting their quiescence — "You are exciting the' 
Qoloaial assemblies to needless opposition — your 
vicdeSnce will engend^ contuihacy in its worst form' 
-^romaki sileaat till you know what is their de- 
cision.'' • ' 
Sud^ reftectiotis undoubtedly did actuate thefn ; 
biit now, when exposition to (Compulsory manu^ 
nft^^ion is known to be unanimous throughout th^ 
cokmies wbick)po^sr&^tegislatures» the West India 
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body in En^and, sincQ repeated warnings mi 
admonitions hav^ been vain, do but eonsistently 
fdlow them up by appealing in a d^t^rmined 
manner to parliament, and to the British nation^ 
against the threatened intuitions of goyemment 
to enforce its enactmenL 

All the apolcgistd of the measure 86em» in their 
very tone, to be aware of the great degree of re^ 
sponsibility to be incurred in carrying it into 
effect ; and hence there is a laboofed attempt to 
show, that it is strictly conformable with the first 
proceedings of parliament, and with the resdution^ 
of 18S8. The West Indians are to)d, '' in addition 
to your ignorance and imbecility^ there will btf the 
charge of shameful inconsistency to briii^ agaimt 
you, if you now oppose our measures. You ooih 
curred unanimously in Mr. Canning's resolutions ; 
compulsory manumission is distinctly eontempiated 
by those reaolutions ; and aam yoo now profX)Be to 
retract the assent giyepf to them by your former 
votes." 

* 

The West India ziiembers had. Iktle right to 
expect that such an accusation would ever be 
brought against them. In every stage of the pre* 
ceedings, the whisper was incessantly reiteffafed- 
in the ear of His Majesty^s minifiters^*-'' Afttiese 
honestly to your own resolutions-^-*^ the sake of 
justice we calb upoo you^ not to eourt a vulgar, 
and transient popularity at our exp^ise !" 
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And why was it that the resohitictos were thus 
implicitly relied on ? Not from any opinion that 
declarations of separate branches of the legislature 
could affect the rights of indiriduals resting on the 
statute-laws of the realm, but^ because the par- 
liamentary resolution contained a principle of 
cautious and practical legislation, and authorised 
th^ b^ief tljtat, at eajcb stage of procedure,, careful 
esi^^ninatioa and scrutiny would preoede the adop- 
tion qf measures which could be allied, by any 
party concerned* to in&inge their rights or in- 
terests. 

When^ subsequently;^ statements were made in 
tbe House of Commons* that government was de- 
parting fr<na thU ^mci^e, in enforcwg compulsory 
n^aniunission, neither Mr; Canning, nor Mr. Wilmot 
Horton,. thought proper openly to attempt an ex-> 
pUeit refutation. 

What ii^ tjhe oommentary? Matters tiie now 
b^^WQung V¥y^ critical, and the Executive resort 
t^ the plea of actjing only upoia thq declared will of 
tlie If^islatuve in their j^ustitotion. Xjet us give 
tJ^eiiQ. «very advantage. t4et; us discusa the pro* 
pi^i^ty q£ compulsqfy qmumisi^on, as^ it agrees. 
yriikh>tbQ reselotions of |KirMament; and if we sa.«> 
ceed h^ our end^avours^ we shaU oHiunand the mor^ 
alA^ntion, fi;oiBr meeting our antagomists^ on the» 
gT9^nd t)iey l^ve themsQlves^ seleokid^ 
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Chapter II. 

COMPULSORY MANUMISSION CONTRARY TO THS 
SPIRIT OF THE RESOLUTIONS OF PARLIAMENT. 

The first of these often-quoted Resdutions de- 
clares, " That it is expedient to adopt effectual 
** and ' decisive measures for amelioratit^^g the 
'* condition of the slave population in His Majesty'ji 
" colonies." 

It was to facilitate the accomplishment of this 
object of amelioration a/owe, that many respectable 
West India planters in England gave their sancticwa 
to the resolution ; and it is proper here to state, 
that their interference and acquiescence was by na 
means of that sweeping character claimed for it 
by Earl Bathurst in his despatches to the colonies. 
They explicitly declared, that in none of their pro- 
ceedings had they the intention of imposing re- 
straints or difficulties upon the colonial legislatures. 
The Second Resolution is, *^That through a 
*• determined and persevering, but at. the same .time 
••judicious and temperate, enforcement of such 
^'measures, this House looks forward to a pro- 
**gressive improvement in. the character c^ the 
slave population, such as ms^y preparjs them^for 
a participation in tl^osprciyil rights and privilege^ 



<c 

it 



13 

^* which are enjoyed by other classes of His Ma^ 
^^jesty's subjects/* 

This resolution is the one which the writer, whd 
ha& undertaken to illustrate the views of govern- 
ttieiit, quotes as decisive of the- oase^ He says, 
the object was *^Uo adopt/ — aye, not only 'to 
*^ adopt,* but * enforce * such measures * in a deter- 
" mined and persevering, though at the same timfe 
** judicious and temperate manner,* as would effect, 
** — ^what purpose ? — ^the mitigation of the evils of 
^* slavery? — as would remove the odious imputa- 
^* tion of inhumanity adhering to the West Indian 
*^ planters, so generally prevalent at that time 
'• throughout England, whether true or false ? Nd r 
^* to cTtforce such measures as might * prepare them 
^for a participation in those civil rights and pnti- 
^* leges which are eryoyed by other classes of Hfe 
^ Majesty* s subjects.* ** 

Hble writer here deems contingent emancipatfo^i 
to be broadly and unequivocally provided, arid 
in a very triumphant tone, he adds, ** What! was 
**the intellect of' the West Indian members: of 
** the House - of Commons who wfere present on 
*• that day, So obtuse, that Ihey couH not under- 
*" stand the nieaning of those wordis ? " '-^ 
'Perhaps hot, to answer the fdeas of this writer ; 
but it is to be hoped that the case will be diflferent 
wl A the liegislature At large. It is surely quite 
apparfent, that if by thi& Resolution any legislative 



14 

I 

oaeasum for effecting emancipatioo had been con- 
templated, the term should be, ^^ adbIit tfa^n to 
*^a participation in civil rights/^ 

The cdoBial advocate argues tbroi^hout upon 
this most ernxieoud ad8umpti(^« The word *'* pre- 
pare" cannot here adoHt of two meanixigfr ; it is 
INrecisOi definite, and strictly accordant with the 
desideratum afvowed in the first resdut Ion; It was 
not pod^ble to convey in a more expHdt manner 
the obvious^ fact, that the slaves are not m y^ in a 
state t<k reeehe fr£edwi. By '' preparing tl^em/' it 
was understood that they had ^ probation to go 
tfamugh ; that their condition had to be materially 
changed and improved; that, in fine, the *fruite of 
amelioration most have been made visible be^ 
fyvd^ further measwos^ were adopted. May we not 
asA whether this Second Resolution be not as con^ 
sistently applicable to the progress wiiichiHo/tirTlfiiTy 
masoumissione are making towards an extineifon 
of slavt^, as to any measure of compulsory maaiu-^ 
mission? in the one case, as in the other, is it not 
expedient to adopt ttack fueasares of amelioration, 
as may effect a progressive improvement in the 
character of the slaive populatidn, and i^RBFAitir 
them for a partioipaition in those civil rig^s and" 
privileges which are^ enjoyed hy ether classes of 
His Bffajesty*s subjects ? 

What; let us demand, was the object of tdl the 
powedU and ei^teotfi^ meftns^ tatlo&h t<^ seoiii*e 



paoral. and religioua iBStiucticm-^o^ the appoint* 
mept of the hishopft and rc^iar clergy ? What 
wast it biit to enable the n^roes to appreciate 
a»:yectly the possession of ci^il privileges, in order 
that hereafter we nught have civilized beings, and 
npt barbarians^ living in freedom in our colonies ? 

Bift if there oould be the least ground for mis-* 
icrfie^etation in the Second, it must be speedily 
remoY-ed by aittending to the Third Resohitum: 
'^ That this Houfte is anxious for the accompli^ 
'* ment of this purpose at the earliest period that 
'.' nhall ,be qompaiible with the well-being of the 
^' sIayqs ^euns^ves, with the safety of the coknues^ 
'' and with a faiir and €i(|uitabie consideniiion of die 
" i^^rests of private prc^rty •'* 

H^e ai:e laid down certain conditioiis vhsofac 
vm^ be complied with in whatever new measurw 
are intVQ(klcod« These conditions constitute tfae 
stronig relianice of Ibe colonists for. protedrioo, siniGe 
the lettec of them definitely corrfurms what appewr 
to. be the spirit of the two preeodii^ Besoltildons. 

h may W proper lo add thai, besides the direct 
declaration of these Resolutions, we have them 
cQindiKMtated by tha ceUateral avdbority of minis- 
teni. la tte debate in 1838, Mr: Gaooing aeot 
only Joadie «no SMt of aOusioii to compolscHry mano^ 
nniBtaion, but that project does not appear to hanres 
be^ mm^ tibioght; oL . The mode, of emandpatioa 
cOB^iedSx by 4he aiitl*coI<niid pcsriy had foi^ ito 
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objeet t^e freedom of the rising geoerati^tft' df n^ 
groe$ ; but Mr. Canning both resisted thin, and bs^ 
peared anxious to check any notion which might 
be entertained, that plauis-for emancipation of any 
kind; were then, in ccxitemplation. 

As a further and conclusive proof thai coo^ml- 
fiory manumission was not, even by ministers 
thems^ves^ deemed to be implied in the Re^olu*^ 
tions proposed by Mr. Canning, but that it was an 
after-thought of their own, we have the direct and 
decisive testimony of Lord Bathurst. 

In his Lordship's circular despatch to the Qo^ 
venors of Colonies having local l^islatures, dated 
9th July^ 182B, and consequently near two monlhs 
after these Resolutions were passed, and whai^it' 
is presumed that the executive government had de^^ 
termined on the details of sudi measures as werv 
to be adopted in furtherance of those Resolutions^ 
Lo^d Bathurst gives a comprehensive i^tch of the 
Yari<»2s amendments required in the colcmial laws. • 

y The next subject/' says his Lordship^ ^* to 
'* which I must draw your attention, is the maam^ ? 
** mis^on of rfave& *' > . i 

After expressing his siqaidfaction, that the pcao- 
tioe of impeding manunnssion by the exaotiQii c£wl 
heavy fine or tax has been discontiimed, hia Losd-^ 
ship anticipates a furth^. facilitation to manumiis- 
sipns, by tile conourrenceof eac^ooloniatiogbda*' 
tine: ini.the final repesd of all suiHl! ebargei^ tfiqloid-* 
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ing all alBcialfees. His Lordship thus ap^ata to' 
cpRstder the expeme of obtaining emancipation, as 
tbb chi6f obstacle -which it was incumbent upon the 
colonial legislatures to remove. • ' 

He then proceeds to sp'ecify all the remaLining* 
obksteles which he thinks ought to be removed. 

*^11ie' first obstacle to manumission arises-ffotii 
the* apprehension of this being reSorted-to -by the 
owiier for the purpose of relievihg hinls^lf from the 
burden of - maintaining infirm or ag^ slaves.-^A' 
second obstacle to' manumission' seems to ai^i^frGtai^ 
a pfresutned legal difficulty, -in regard to the incapa- 
bility of • a -slave to make contracts.-^ A third, and' 
mucdi more serious obstacle arises out of the^ tegisil^ 
IhnitRtions to property ill staves ;- as in. caSes^ of 
entail, family-settlement, or mortgage. — AdiB^^'i 
coity aaalogons'to this arises <3^t^doifbfftd^ or- dil^ ' 
pirtable titles." * i *-' 

How^ere these difficulties to be obviated'?* B^^ 
^e-^nipulsoiy enactments of tire- Trinidad ^c^rder^lfl' 
council? No sdch thing. ' They w^e tioifeveftfedh-* 
temi^ed. 

•^To remove,^' says his Lordship, <• all^the'png- 
'' QCflteig bbi^les'tb maiMnission; you "tvill th^e^ 
":f6De pi^opoee to the legislature of your 'cdlotiy'to- 
''}pw^ a4a«r tt> the fi^wi^ -^fefct :-^P^tman:^M' 
" wwunisaiouers ihbuM be i^t^pdint^,^ v^6 ^{m^ 
^' apfdliimtidir 1^ '^^^at^^da^ behalf ^of^- 

c 
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^^ certain the names/' &c. &c. Pari Pa|>. 8ess. 
1824. p. 10. 

This passage attracted much attention in the co- 
lonies. The Court of Policy in Demerara, in stating, 
at a subsequent period, that it could not enact com- 
pulsory manumission, since '' It had not the right 
" to invade the property of its fellow-colonists, by 
'' admitting that they can in any manner be deprived 
'' of it contrary to the laws by which it is secured 
" to them," remarked — " This principle ,is laid 
*' down in Earl Bathurst's letter of the 9th July, 
*' 1823i wherein the consent of the master is distincdy 
'^ coupled with the application to be made by or on 
'' ibe behalf of a slave for freedom* " 

This r^ply of the court of policy of Demerara is 
copied into a pamphlet, entitled, ^' The West India 
't Question practically considered," with which per- 
Ibrmanoe the Colonial Department may possibly be 
acquainted. It has the important words, '' <x>nBent 
*' of the master," printed as above in italics, as if to 
i^mind the government more forcibly of its own 
previous statement. 

Ailer this exposition, nuiy we not venture to ask^ 
who xnqst deserves the reprobation of disinterested 
members of the legislature ? The ininisterial advp- 
cate^ who asserts that compulsory manumission 
was avQwed fram the outset, or the West Ipdi^n 
who Can prQiQiijio& Loni JBat^rsVs 9^n wor^^ to 
prove the contrary ? 
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It 'must- have :been between July, 1823^ and 
March,: 18^4, that the innovation was devised. 
But even at the latter periodits bearings were not 
developed. 

Few members of the House of Commons can 
hav^ forgotteiji Mr. Canning's luminous oration on 
this oo^asion, when he described the evil eon- 
sequences of precipitation^ and the difficulties 
which opposed themselves to the termination of a 
state like that of slavery . 

It is not a little singular, that the same passage 
Whioh the apologist of the Colonial office quotes from 
this speech as proving that emancipation, was then 
contemplated^n^y^ with far more effect, be turned 
against him. Adverting to the other measures of 
amelioratioz^ Mr., Canning, on the 16th Mar6h, 
1824, observed: ^ By this process, and b^ thbse. 
^^ degrees, may the slave be gradually fitted fertile 
^* last grand ^^onsummlation. of benefit, the power of 
^^ acquiring his freedom/* 

Th0 tor^aarhere 4ised, FkTfBD for, id in strict con-' 
sonance witli the word prepars[^ employed by Mr. ' 
Canning in ,thp; outset > and though he how, for 
the fifsttime, notices Compulsory Manumission, he 
passes It ove* in a 'very cursory mafaner, either as 
ifauxious^to avoid ^dtscussioti, or desirous of coa-' 
cealing its ' importance; Ai^ ^idiilaty observer, <m ' 
rea^ifig'.the mom 1«dtot d^alcb^s sent out. to the 

c2 ' 
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colonies, jn whi^h tiie viiews of . ^goywiiment were 
stated^ would imagine that, in place of the guarded 
expressions originaUy used,, terms .impelling to 
quicker and more extensive proceedings had since, 
be^i substituted. > 

Consistency is. . a i delicate word to political ears. 
Lest any misunderstanding should arise, or any; 
member of the legislature ghould conceive himself 
shackled by former votes, it was necessary, to e*-. 
plain fully to which side the charge attaches of hay- 
ing-abandoned former: principles. 

Having; therefore removed that injurious bias* 
which it appears to be the object of the advocate of 
the. Colonial Department to raise against the West 
Inidians, on the ground of inconsistency, it now be- 
comes desirable; to discuss the principle of com-: 
pulsory manumission on its own merits. 

It will be, found that the opposition of the West 
Iqdians is not directed against an im^aginary evil ; 
that opposition now is very different from those 
minor objections locally entertained against parti- 
cular plans of amelioration .; and that^ above all, if . 
government, .with a view.of courting popular fetvpur,: 
have innovated upon their origin^ understanding; 
with the West Indian: party, they have neither- 
chosen the most beneyqlent nor.the wisest mode to. 
accomplish their own end of terminating slavery. 

We propose to pursue the examixiation upon.:thej 
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grounds marked out by the Parliamentary Resolu- 
tions already quoted, in the order in which the im- 
portance of the several heads may be presumed to 
receive attention from a legislative assembly. 

1 . Justice^ as regards the right of property. 

2. Humanity, as regards the well-being of the 
negroes. 

3. Sound Policy, as regards the safety of the 
Colonies. 
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Chapter III. 

INFRINGEMENT OF THE RIGHT OF PROPERTY. 

Loss of property may be brought upon the Pro- 
prietor of a West India estate in two ways : 

First, By introducing a new tone oif feeling 
among the Negroes, and converting good servants 
into bad. 

Secondly, By abstracting such a number of effi- 
cient hands from an estate, that the remainder are 
incompetent to carry on its cultivation in an effective 
manner, or to render its fixed capital productive. 

Section 1. 

THE CONVERSION OP GOOD SERVANTS INTO BAD. 

If we imagine an estate, with a given number of 
negroes, to produce three hundred hogsheads of 
sugar a-year, few will be inclined to doubt the dis- 
position of the proprietor to increase its production, 
if practicable, to three hundred and fifty or four 
hundred. What are the means, then, to effect this 
object; without increasing the number of labour- 
ers? The proprietor finds himself possessed of a 
number of people, the development of whose full 
capability for labour depends upon their treatment. 
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If they are prompted to work with willingness and 
satisfaction, skill in the various branches of work 
to be performed speedily displays itself. If thus 
some of the slav^ can be converted from ordinary 
labourers into good tradesmen, and if those in 
the field can be taught to use their utmost dex- 
terity in field-cultivation, a much more profitable 
division of labour* than hitherto will be accom- 
plished. Through this improvement there is less 
expense in superintendence, there is more work 
procured from the steady government of the negroes 
without rigorous coercion, and the cultivation is 
extended generally, from a better and more skilful 
distribution of the various employments on the 
estate. 

To accomplish this condition of things, the pro- 
prietor is induced to grant to the slaves every 
reasonable indulgence and benefit. He uses a 
discriminating power, bestowing reward upon the 
well-deserving, and withholding it from the vicious ; 
and thus holds up a double example to the rest 

On the other hand, the slaves, finding that the 
master deals out his favour with strict impartiality, 
are cheered under their labour by the assurance 
that their exertions will be appreciated, and emulate 
each other in assiduity and good conduct. 

It is perfectly evident, therefore, that it is the 
^t interest of the master to hav^ the miods. of 
his people easy and contented ; and that whatever 
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4rada to destroy .their .tranquillity ocoaaions to 
:Hievitable loss of property. He mil not then be 
.able 'to ay^ hijEnsielf of that skill and willii^ness 
,to. work aboye described, and instead, of having 
.his., three hundred hogsheads increased, to four, 
which he. might otherwise have expected from .the 
^greater diffusion of intelligence among the rising 
generation, he will have his produce diminished 
to two hundred, and rendered still less and less, 
.as, discontent spreads and becomes more deeply 
rooted among his people. 

It is one of the worst features of compulsory 
manumission, that it must inspire this discontent. 
Is it surprising, therefore, that it should. excite such 
strenuous opposition? The colonists know well, 
diat there is not an instance in our colonies of 
jHree negroes working steadily in the field for. hire; 
and that if their people be compulsorily freed,, the 
^oltivsaion of. their estates must be supers^ed. 
.Thpre will no longer be a motive for the master, as 
at present, to . bestow benefits upon the slave ;. on 
tte contrary, every indulgence granted would only 
t^)d to swell^ that sum which is ultimately to be 
^employed to the joMtster's iiyury. The negroes will 
learn, that benefits must- cease to flow Jo ,them 
from their masters : hence the interests of the two^ 
instead of being reciprocal as hitherto,, become 
directly opposed to each other. 

It, is beycmd any efifort or /precaution ,pf the 
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^a^r, when he ' can procure no other labGurers^ 
to retrieve the- injury he thus, sustains. His pco- 
tperty is placed at the mercy of his own servants. 
In the practical operation of the measure, his best 
:and most serviceable people will become the first 
discontented. They will, as a natural result, i be 
fdirectly induced to suppress their skill, zeal, and 
willingness to work, or in other ways depreciate 
their personal value. 

When slaves have the power to enforce their 
freedom from: their owners by such a process as 
that of appraisement, those who are of bad cha- 
racter are comparatively rewarded, while ibosie 
,who are really meritorious are punished. 

Thus, on the sam^ ^estate, a disorderly >aad 
unprofitable slave may be readily parted with by 
his master for fifty pounds,, whilst another, a steady^ 
intelligent, and assiduous slave* might, for these 
good qualities, be worth three hundred. Yet, dis- 
proportionate as are the characters and consequent 
value of the two, the desire for freedom will op^r&^e 
.with both ; but how strikingly unequal are the t^ms 
upon which they are to obtain the same reward. 
,To the one who is prc^gate and undeseryii^ the 
obstacle is trivial* On the contrary^ the meritorious 
slave, applying to bis master to know the amount 
oS, his ransom, finds it magnified above that of his 
fqllow sixfold. He cannot fail to be struck with 
the largeness of the amount^ ami the time requisite 



to > raise it Sucb an obvious xlepartiire firom the 
prineiples of <eoiziinoii equity, m this, must engender 
difloontent, and pnKiq)t the meritorious individual 
to seek for the cause of this differ^ice m value. 
He will GonGeive it gross injustice, that a bad 
character, who has always disregarded his master's 
interests, should quickly get his freedom, whilst he , 
himself, who has constantly studied those interests, 
must wait for it through a course of years lengthened 
in exact proporticHi to the vsdue of his services. 
» When itbe measure fairly begins to work, the 
grievance is greatly aggravated. 

It is intended, that a proportion of the capital 
sunk in the la-nds and buildings of each estate 
«hftll be added to the value of each slave. 

Earl Batburst, in his despatch to Sir Benjamin 
JD'Urban, of the asth February, 1826, says:— 

**Ift in the process of-time, it should be unfor- 
*^ tunately -founel, that the^ slaves thus manumitted 
^' altog^her abandofv their owners, and refuse to 
*^* work as* free persons; the owner not having the 
5*^'«ieai», by reason of the Abolition Act, to supply 
" the loss of his slaves, and not being able to engage 
^^any free labourer for Jhia sugar-plantations, the 
^* price which must then be assigned to the loss 
" of each«lave must have * direct reference to that 
^* state in which the plantation will be placed by 
** the-prc^ressive reduction of the means of cuhi- 
••vatingit." 
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' Uoder thiS' plan » it will be the desermng slaves 
wbo will^ve to^Kiy fcMr thei lands and buildmgs. 

TheiF higher* the perdonal value of the slavey, the 
greats i»^iiis.refa<tt?e Utility to the plaatation^ and 
the greater must be the recompense awarded- to 
the proprietor fer isuperseded cultivation* - The 
relative > utility of a negro of bad character: may 
thus be estimated' at not more than ten pounds, 
ivliiie:ifaai of a trustworthy < individual may ^ rise 
sojiigb as ooe hundred and ^y. In both these 
cases» the respecti^ve sums have to be added to the 
slave's personal value* before his master can be 
said to have received an equivalent for his libera- 
tion. If the personal . value of a . slave of bad 
chaiBcter be estimated at 50/., the oompeasation 
of 10/. foi; his re/attt)e utility to the plantation 
being added, will make a sum of 60/. oply^^as 
tb^; price of his mamimission. If th^ pejasonal 
value of the skilful and zeidoos slave be estimated 
al 300/.,^ the equivalent of 150/. for ^[nSf pektivc 
utility to the plantation. b^i)g.radded> will require 
as Bvach as 450 /. to / be : raised ' &a r.tbe pNtr^base 
of his manumission. . . 

f : Here' th? impedimentrisw increased fromv-^ix to 
eight fold. 

^ But there i^ yet further injustice. ' Not only are 
different deseriptioiis ^ of. oidjtivation earned: on in 
the colonics, but the sanie species of cuhiviationmay 
greatly ' vary on - estates contiguous to eadi other. 
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from difference of soiI> or other local circumstances. 
Accordingly as those circumstanced are mbre or lesl^ 
favourable, in a corresponding proportion will be 
the value of the idave^ and the appraisers l^ill be 
called upon to adjust this . value^ thus vv&xying- in 
different districts of the same- cok)ny. 

Suppose the fixed capital sunk on^a cbffee or 
cotton plantation to be 5,000/., and that sunk 
on an adjoining sugar plantation to be S5,000if., 
while each possesses the same number of negroes. 
One of these from each plantation, of -precisely 
similar capability and character, ' demands his 
freedom^ The first -finds there is to be an ad^^ 
dition of but 10/. to his price ; not frcMn inferiority 
of character or skill, but from the accidental cir-* 
Oumstance of his living on a plantlition where^ the 
amount c^ fixed capital is small. The man: froni 
tb^ latter, the sugar estate, finds it, aS'befom 
^t^tl^^^^gh as 150/«, making the diffiemkyi of 
obtaimng freedom perhaps ^double, as ^mpared 
vi^ith his companionaad equal* The same arg«h- 
meiit ' woukl apfdy- even to two estates, which both 
produced sugar, provided the^ builditigs and ma- 
chinery- on the one were better aod^-more complete 
than that of the other, or the land more productive. 

Thus, the more extensively that machinery has 
been introduced to fiicilitate and lighten labour, the 
more will it be' to the . prejudice of the slaves. 
-When the supply of labourers is short, to introduce 
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the most advanced and highest description of ma- 
diineirj ia all4inportant and desirable, and the 
x^^m step to advatice a colony to prosperity. But 
in, the new measure. proposed, this is checked at 
pfice, because no proprietor would think of an 
putl^y» when it could be withdrawn in no other 
way than by pittances wrung from his best slaves, 
in their eagerness for freedom. 

Iq. contemplating these several facts, can there 
pQ s^ mcHnent's hesitation in regard to the discon* 
ten^ created I Let us imagine a serviceable man 
Qfi a ^ugar-plantation applying for his freedom: 
{Iq hag formed in his own mind an estimate of 
what he ought to pay, and he betakes himself td 
the appraiser, with the money in his hand. To 
hi^ astonishment he is asked a sum far beybnid 
hi^ means of payment ; he cannot comprehend 
tjbti^ cause ; and no alternative remains to Mm 
\j^t to ga bade and brood over his disappointment^ 
When he finds his long-dierished hopes utterly frtt^- 
trs^ed; when, too, he perceives a worthless feltoW;^ 
distinguished only for idlenesi^ and debauchery, 
now sporting and enjoying himself at liberty all 
day long* perhaps laughing* at the deserving^ indi- 
viduajl who remains in servitude; when he see^ 
his acquaintance on some neighbouring planlatioil 
aittain bis^^ freedom, merely fr<m his chancing to 
live on an estate where less machinery was used; 
wUl :be» in common reason, return to hi^ duty a 
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ooBtentcd man? Uhe not goaded on «d fMOunm 
hid better qudities, when he is thus ttiade to feel; 
that they are insuperaUe iifipeditnetAs )6 die iittaim 
ment of his natural wished ? fie (disi^Vfers thai 
diBctmtelat id hii sorest l^nedy ; that he had oAy\6 
disfday tiie sidlennedfi which he ^siMUally feels ; thM; 
in one word, he has but to bect^mea bad subject, in 
order to obtain liberty the niol« speedily. 

Can then the ^bordiest duoniftons of compulsory 
manomisBion ajbtempt to maintain, tlmt If this Wbai 
was worth a doHar aday befme tlM ot)CUitenee; he 
will be worth as much still; and ifthe 4f^umfr6iii 
his labour be reduced one-hidf k» two-!hirds, wift 
dny man Contend that a dimct doktion of property 
haJs not been ibflicted^ 

We have cooflned our attention^ hitheita, tb tike 
tncst 4eoenringislaves^ becaime their welfiMre ^ouM 
be chiefly oonsulted ia every new neadti^ Bat 
with the gai^g «at lacge the attjunoate tendeMy ^ 
dcalK^ely less ^sArikitig. Aesides a istyvbemMic pi^aio- 
tice ^ repteseing •deflrtecity aind tisdcAiiei&s> ^fhe 
skv^ ffiay >eveit reaort to bodily disabUtfMiit, in 
tMder that lus ^rice itiay be bweifMi W ihi« taeania. 
Such pvactioes am kaown to exist itt^ir^aM;, where 
theee is no higher tamptasticai thoai Itet of kdlktg in 
the stok4iou8ei; <9M there oonid theitefeie be litltte 
<es:peclatiolis thiEit Ihe practice WMttI ttot ineiease 
under «o inuch ibore powei^ mn ifidootilMM It 
is vaia to !ai;gue, thai ttere are reasons, ttuch^a^ 
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fear of coiret^on from his master or the magistrate, * 
of ^Ofiicient wdght to ;deter him frond this . course ^ 
—the object for which he strives is perpetually in 
his view, and will inspire him to bfave in its pursuit 
any prdfeent punishment, w^ knowing that the 
oWhefr's pafienc6 must ^t length be exhausted. 

With' the negroes generally, there is also a 
dirclot encouragement to theft, since, under the pe- 
culiar citc^cnnSstances of West India cultivation, the 
mftst£^r's property is, necessarily, much exposed/and 
liaUe to be stolen > by his slaved. Even at present, 
tiie quantity 'stolen annually is as<!;ertained to be 
very great. . Crime usually increases in proportibn 
to temptation ; and, under the proposed enactment, 
the slave must becoiti^ habituated to fraudvilent 
lirop^nsities^ and )3dl his ingenuity stimulated to the 
commissiob <^ secret th^ftl- Thus is caused loss ' 
of pridyfiieFty, both directly and indirectly : directly, 
by thd siitii'tals^n frokii the proprietor in the pro- 
petty stolen; indiitecfly; by obstructing the steady 
goverhmekA oft the -plafltatii^ and occasioning un- 
aveSdable'lciss of feibblir in tfte sertices of the slave. 

Ttes^'aiSd vital evils; and can any attempt be 
m^e to correct them, particulaiiy the nu^st impor- 
timt one i^kting to self-depreoiation ? 

Lord Bathorst^^ in his despatch* of .th& 25th' 
Februaryyl826, acknowledged, that gri^t mischief 
iMu{d'^sne> if maftumfisiton were obtained by* 
oflief meitis thkft tho§e' of iridividtral and hftbitual' 
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industry; and, in alluding to the possibility of a^ 
slave's purchase-money being improperly obtained, > 
his Lordship observes— 

" For the sake of the community, inde^, such; 
*' indiscriminate manumissions ought to be prevent- . 
" ed ; for, undoubtedly, if the purchase-money were* 
" obtained from any fund which may be formed for 
^[ the liberation of slaves, there would be no test of* 
'* previous habits of industry, of which there is pre- 
^* sumptive evidence where the money is; procured 
** by the honest earnings of the slave. To ^ supply 
** this defect it may be provided, that. in ^uch cases. 

a certificate of good conduct for five years should 

be required of the Protector of slaves, before the, 
*^ manumission should be completed." 

It is not diflScult to perceive, that this idea of a 
certificate is perfectly nugatory. Who is to give 
it ? The Protector, it seems. How is it possible 
for the Protector to judge of the private character of 
the thousands under his charge ? Mr. President 
Wray, sitting in the Court of Policy, in Demerara, 
admitted, " that in a population of more than 70,000 
" negroes^ the protector could not be supposed to be 
«* acquainted with individual characters.'* To the 
proposed amendment, that the existence of habi^i 
of industry and good conduct should be shown 
before the same tribunal which inquired into the* 
manner in which the property was obtained, it waS/ 
urged, that no such tribunal would have better infofr/ 
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mation than the protector hkni^elf; ^nd any oer- 
tificate of good b^aviour coming from incompeteitt 
judges, must prove altogether futile as regards 
protection to the proprietor. 

Jf the framers of the measure had interrogated 
managers or overseers as to the length of time 
and the dose attention it requires to understand 
the character of the negroes, even of a mode* 
rately-siz^d gang, they would have little thought 
c^ expecting a single public officer to remedy the 
difficulty. 

But if the protectors were multiplied from one 
to a thousand, and did nothing else but watch aver 
the individual character of the slaves, the remedy 
must be fallacious. On the broad principle of the 
measure itself, no system of appraisement, no re- 
ference to previous character, can meet the arti* 
fices which a slave may employ to depreciate his 
value ; because many of such artifices^ depending 
on the suj^ression of skill or zeal, being of a ncgat 
tive character, defy detection ; and, even were they 
detected, detriment to the proprietor's interests 
mMSt ensue^ since a willing has been changed 
into a disconteitted labourer. 

Upon the rising generation, too, of (he negroes, 
the (^ratioa of the same baneful pdicy of self- 
deteifioration miust increase. The whole of the 
y wthful class^ whose faculties are just dawnii^» 
wil|,be taii^ht to ^uppf ess everything like acuteness^ 
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and to stifle every indication of future habits of 
industry. 

Compulsory manumission, therefore, contains the 
worst principle of evil, a principle of growth. 
Each succeeding year will make more evident to 
the negroes the means with which they have been 
invested for self-depreciation ; and each addition^ 
instance of its successfnl adoption by their fellows 
encourage numbers to reson to the same pemidous 
artifices. 

How miserable, then, is the expedient oi partially 
questioning certain individuals in the colonies^ who, 
thus interrogated, may pronounce that in the present 
condition of the slaves the measure would be in* 
operative, while the same persons, if questioned 
with a view to the future effects of the measure after 
ten or fifteen years of its adoption, would predict 
a widely different result ! 

The writer of the " Remarks'' seems unwilling to 
contemplate the future, and condemns prospective 
arguments as speculative and merely matter of 
opinion. But if the negro prefer a state of idleness 
to one of constrained exertion, it follows that he 
must earnestly desire to obtain his freedom. If 
he have repugnance to labour, he will seek his 
freedom by those means which are easiest If 
he possess common reason, he must perceive that 
the easiest of all methods lies in self-depredation. 

Would it not, then, be contrary to all principles 
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of equity or sound legislaetion, to subject what i& 
thus a self-evident proposition to the test of expe- 
riment, since, ere the result of that experiment could 
be ascertained, irreparable injury must have been 
produced ? 

In reality, a part only of the subject has been 
treated of in Lord Bathurst's despatch, and in the 
'' Remarks/' inasmuch as they regard only those 
negroes who may be freed under the operation 
of the measure, and overlook those who, froqi 
inability to procure their freedom, still remain on 
the plantation. 

But it has been shown, that greater deterioration 

« 

of property may occur irom an improper fiieling 
excited among the negroes who remain, than from- 
the more direct loss of labour occasioned by the 
abstraction of those who become free. 

Section 2. 

LOSS ARISING, IP A NUMBER OF EFFECTIVE HANDS 
BE TAKEN FROM THE PLANTATION. 

The capital sunk in land, buildings and machinery 
is known to be very extensive in West India plant- 
ations. 

We have now to inquire whether, under the 
mode proposed, the proprietor will receive fair 
indemnification for this capital, from the slaves who 

D 2 
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may obtain their freedosn. It is conceived that, in 
every point of view, loss, is occasioned ; and that 
while the plan of increasing *he price of the slave 
according to his relative utility to the estate is 
calculated to engender the greatest discontent gene* 
rally, it at the same time affords inadequate com- 
pensatbn td the proprietor, in regard to those who 
may purchase their manumission. 
1 Lord Bathurst and the writer of the ** Remarks'* 
consider the means of &ir compensation for the 
fixed capital to be secured, as appears in the fol- 
lowing extract from his Lordship's despatch: — 

'' If by these regulations an adequate compen* 
'' sation b6 not secured to the owner, it must either 
**he because the persons who are authorised to 
*' decide upon the amount are not likely to be fit or 
fair arbitrators, or because there are restrictions : 
which will prevent the arbitrators from the firee 
** exercise of their judgment. Now it must be ad- 
" mitted nothing can be fairer than the proposed 
" selection of arbitrators in the Trinidad Order : viz., 
" that in the event of the owner and the slave not 
" agreeing on the price of the slave's manumission, 
" the owner should appoint one, the protector of 
"slaves another, and that an wnpire should be 
" appointed by the chief judge. It is dear that an 
"arbitration on isuch principle would protect the 
" interests of the owner, and if there were any ob«- 
" jection it would be that the bias was in his favour^ . 
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"^ As to restrictions or limitations, there are none to 
** obstruct the free exercise of their judgment.** 

To this it may, in the first place, be replied, that 
the principle of apprais^nent in its practical opera- 
tion supposes the price of slaves to continue to be 
regulated in the West India colonies by competition 
in the market, like commodities in commerce. 

Before we go further, then, let us examine how 
West India property stands at present. 

The following are the Gazette average prices 
of sugar for the last seven years: viz., 



1820 . 


. 35*. Od. 


1821 . 


. 31 


1822 . 


. 29 4i 


IH9S . 


. 34 6 


1824 . 


. 30 lU 


1825 . 


. 38 7i 


1826 . 


. 35 6* 



It might be presumed, that the amount of capital 
'which an individual would be willing to vest in the 
purchase of a property would be .proportioned to its 
net returns. But it can be proved^ that in 1819, 
.6d,000Z. sterling was offered for a sugar*estate .in 
Jamaica, and refused, as below its estimated value. 
About that period it wais considered, that the in- 
creasing consumption of sugar, while the means. of 
production were limite<i, presented a very favour- 
able prospept for the West India planter. Accord- 
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ingly^ in the year 1820, 70,000/: sterling was offered 
for the abovementioned estate^ and also refused for 
the same reason. But when the proceedings in 
this country in 1823 and 1824 began to operate^ a 
mighty diange took place. It can be shown that 
distrust gradually arose> and as the proceedings 
became more and more critical^ in the same pro- 
porticm and as quickly did the value of property 
progressivdy decline* The demands of alarmed 
creditors frc»n all quarters fell (m the {danters ; they 
became embarrassed ; and the very same property 
for which, in 1820, 70,000/. sterlmg had been re- 
fiised^ when again put up for sale in 1826, found 
no real bidding higher than 32,000/, currency, 
being less than 23,000/. sterling. 

Strong as this instance appears to be, others 
equally forcible could be adduced, of the ruinous 
deterioration of We^t Iiidia property from the like 
cause ; and they exemplify the nature of those boons 
which the writer of the '' Remarks'' affirms to have 
been accorded to the colonists, and '*foir whidi 
*• they should feel gratefiil." 

If a decline in the value of the capital has ensued, 
whilst the price of the produce has remained nesurly 
the same, it is proof positive that the depreciaticm 
of West India property is not attributable to cir- 
cumstances purely nieicantile, but that it is owing 
to the proceedings of the British legislature. 

It is essential to keep this circumstance in mind. 
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and to examine the mode of appraisement pro* 
spectively, when the principle of supply and 
demand no longer exists^ as regards the. objects 
to be appraised. 

^ It is apparent, that to allow of a properly-con- 
stituted maiket-price^ there must be purchasers; 
but if the principle of compulsory manumission be 
admitted, after what has been just stated relative 
to the deterioraticm in the value of property already 
produced, will any purchaser of slaves be fpund t 
Under the manifold evils detailed in the preceding 
section, no capitalist henceforward would think of 
making investments upon West India securities, 
arid all transfer of property would be at an end. 

The appraisers are employed to fix a price 
between conflicting representations of master and 
slave^ But can a criterion for equitable adjust-^ 
ment be formed ? The slave himself is the only 
purchaser who appears in the market, and in this 
condition of things any mode of appraisement must 
be unjust and injurious to the capitalist which 
assumes that colonial cultivatic^ will continue un- 
changed^ in the event c^ Uie proposed measure 
being carri^ into eSbct; and which does not 
take into the account the aversion which every 
Capitalist will then feel to maldng a precarious 
investment dependent upon the uncertain services 
of the slaves. 

This is founded upon the mo»t feimple principle. 
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If a decrease in the value of capital have already 
cxxnirred beyond vrhat is attributable to circum- 
stances purely mercantile, and is solely occasioned 
by the threatened measures of Government, it is 
a fair inference that a further decrease would ensue 
if such threatened measures v^ere put into execu- 
tion; and the effects of that opinion previEiiling 
throughout the colonies, must render the chance 
of fully veithdrawing the fixed capital more and 
more precarious, as the evils of the measure became 
more viridely developed. 

Let us suppose a sugar-plantation, with two 
hundred negroes, worth 40,000/. ; one-half sunk in 
lands and buildings, the other half the value of the 
slaves. Accordingly as the negroes progressively 
free themselves, the 20,000/. sunk in lands and 
buildings has to be apportioned among them, and 
added to the price of their manumission. Now it 
must be recollected^ that the whole of the two 
hundred negroes are requisite to carry on profitable 
cultivation. The land and buildings canncA be 
disposed of, or circumscribed to suit a more limited 
business, as would be the case mth premises in 
this country when a manufacturer reduced the 
number of his workmen. ' 

After a number of men^ then, are freed, the 
proprietor is left with a great concern upon his 
hands without people to carry it cm. To be fully 
remunerated for the property sunk in that concern. 
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the people remaining would haVe to pay; as be 
gradually becomes more and more short of hands^ 
a prodigious sum for their freedom. Is it possible, 
from what has been stated, that he could receite 
full indemnification ? Lei it be recollected^ that 
it will soon be, not a quota, but the enfiVe of th^ 
fixed capital, which the efficient negroes, applying 
for freedom, will have to pay to indemnify their 
masters, — and in actual practice can this be doiie? 

The writer of the '^Remarks" illustrates thfe cas* 
by comparing a sugar-estate tb a mill with a mtn^ 
ber of buckets ! The reader, it is {H^esumed, will 
be tempted to smile at the idea of considering the; 
negroes as mere passive machihes, devoid of those 
feelings, passions, and intelligence, which it ii 
their master's chief solicitude to call into existence4 

But, to pass over the narrow and partial view 
of the subject here displayed, even were we to 
indulge the writer in his singular mode of iBii&J^ 
tration* it fails to dstablish his object Hesayi^l 
if twenty buckets are attadied tb a wheel, ahd 
four be removed, the projM'ietor will be entitled 
to be remunerated for whatever loss of wctffc l^H 
removal occasioned; ^ and if the work tutiied-blf 
were diminished, from in6ompetency of powef ili 
the wheel, not only in the proportion of twenty 
to sixteen, being one-fifth, but in the proportioti 
of two-fifths, then would the proprietor be entitled 
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to receive, as equitable compenaalian, twofifths of 
the value in place of one. 

Now it is important to r^ect, that if four buckets 
be taken away from the wheel, its motion may 
not only be diminished in a greater ratio than 
two^fiflhs; but it may be stopped aUogether. 

This is the proper application of such an illus* 
tration to the circumstances of a sugar-estate. 
If forty efiBcient negroes be removed out of two 
hundred, being the same prqx)rtion as in the 
assumed case of the buckets^ will any person^ 
acquainted with the ccdonies, maintain that culti- 
vation could continue ? An estate whidi had pro- 
duced two hundred hogsheads of sugar would not 
merely be reduced two-fifths of that amount, that 
is to say^ to one hundred and twenty hogsheads, 
but it would be altogether abandoned, because its 
returns wonld not covet its expenses. 

The auithar of the bucket^lhistration nn»t be 
sensible of its &llacy , if he reflect that at some (xie 
pointy tiie wheel, from its diminution of buckets, 
mnA stop. 

The question is,^ as r^ards the cdtivatian of 
sugar, win this point soda be reached? Littfe is 
required to be said aa this head, if the^proprietors 
are prepared to establish ike &ct, Uiat even at 
present they can scarcely spase one inan. 

Lord Bathurst acknowledges^ indeed, the ultimate 
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improbability that the slaves could of themselves 
indemnify their master for the entire capital he has 
smik; and his Lordship says, when the price of 
manumission rises from 100 to 500/*, then it will 
be time for the nation to come forward. A most 
consolatory prospect! And what are the propri- 
etors to do before the nation does come forward? 
When the discussion is beginning, and before the 
public are disposed to put their hands into their 
pockets, the proprietor's buildings, machinery, 
roads, dams, are going into dilapidation, and he 
is a ruined man. 

When we prove injury in the principle, it is 
Scarcely necessary to descend to discuss the prac- 
tice. Many colonists view with alarm the great 
power given to the Protector, and other ofiScers of 
government. But let us pass over details. It is only 
necessary to reflect upon what the appraiser has to 
do, to perceive that the mode of working must be 
as bad as the design^ and that the whole process 
must be vague and mere guess-work. Even ad- 
mitting the very doubtful proposition, that impartial 
arbitrators could be selected, numerous peculiarities 
may exist to obstruct the formation of a sound 
judgment in regard to the value of a part of the 
planter's stock, in consequence of the manner in 
which the whole is rendered profitable. 

It is to repeat the opinion of every intelligent 
perscm recently returned from the colonies, to de- 
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dare, that it is perfeetly impossible for any appraiser, 
no matter how intelligent, experienced, or impartial, 
correctly to estimate the value of a slave, in order 
to award compensation in the manner described 
by Lord Bathurst. 

Section 3. 

PLANTATIONS BURDENED WITH EXPENSES, WHILE 
THE GROSS RETURNS ARE DIMINISHED. 

Having shown, in the preceding secticm, that the 
fixed capital of an estate cannot be removed, we 
have now to show that the necessary expenses of 
carrying on its cultivation cannot be diminished. 

Each proprietor is by law obliged to maintain the 
aged, the infirm, and the helpless, upon his estate. 
This duty he performs with the utmost cheerfulness. 
He can hold out to his able negroes no stronger 
incentive to good conduct than the assurance veri- 
fied in their parents, that they will pass the evening 
of life in rest and contentment, with every little 
want provided for. The spectacle itself is one of 
the most agreeable which can strike the eye of 
the stranger ; it is peculiarly grateful to the feelings 
of the negro ; and most forcibly illustrates the 
happy state of things when benefits are made to 
flow from the master alone. Compulsory manu- 
mission severs the link which makes this obligation 
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mutual, for it gives to the master all the expense^^ 
and deprives him of the benefit. 

On most West India plantations not more than 
one*third part of each gang can be considered as 
efl&cient for field-cultivation, there being included 
the old and infirm, the infant and the helpless, all 
of whom are unserviceable, but whom the pro- 
prietor is bound by every consideration to support,. 

The young and able, those in the prime . of 
life^ and under the strongest influence of the! 
passions, to whom all the allurements of idleness 
present themselves in full force, would lose no time 
m availing themselves of any opportunity to go 
at large. 

On the contrary, the old slaves on a plantation, 
Iq whom the ardent passions have subsided, kno)v- 
ing that they must soon come to be exempt from 
work, and entitled to that maintenance gratuitously 
fiom their master, which in a state of freedom th?Q! 
would have tQ earn for themselves, wcaild m^kkfi 
no attempt to procure their own Uberation, but 
would devote their earnings^ and any aocumulf^tioia 
of money ,th^ may have already made, to. the 
ranscxn of their chiklren. 

This double operation, therefore, of the young 
and efficient freeing themselves, or being fireed 
by their aged connexions ; and the superannuated 
and infirm remaining to be supported by the pro- 
prietor, would leave the burdens of a plantation 
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undiminished, while its ability to bear them wais 
nearly annihilated* 

With r^ard to the other portion, from whcMH no 
labour is obtained, namely, the infant^ the pro- 
prietor is induced at present to treat th&sn with the 
utmost care, were it only for their i^ture value* 
But the prospect of obtaining their future services 
might soon be changed. 

Slavery, considered as an hereditary condition, 
is perpetuated on the side of the mother only ; if 
means were taken to purchase all the female chil- 
dren, no calculation regarding relative value could 
be made, and the property (^ eadi proprietor must 
become extinct with the lives of his present negroes. 

Now it is fair to apprehend^ that the means of 
obtaining manumission might be improperly em- 
ployed, for the purpose of exterminating slavery, 
regardless of all injury to the capitalist. Whether 
those means would be supplied from a fund raised 
in this country by speculative theorists hostile to 
the colonies, or, whether the slaves themselves 
would be, by such persons, instigated to purchase 
the female children, the result would be equally 
injurious to the proprietor. 
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Section 4. 

CONTRARY TO THE LAW OP MORTGAGE. 

Few persons require to be told^ that the proportion 
of property under tnortgage in the West Indies i^ 
considerable. It is lingular, that^ in the various dis- 
cussions to which the Colonial Question has give^ 
rise, so little attention has been directed to the 
interests thus involved. Independently of the mort<» 
gagees thanselves^ it is the direct advantage of 
the planters to have every facility open for the 
raising of loans to m^t temporary diflBculties. 

The act of Parliament* tihie 13 Geo. III. c. 14, in^ 
vites loans from aliens, on the security of leasehold or 
freehold estates, in His Majesty's West Indian Co- 
lonies. The 14 Geo. III. c. 79 legalizes the taking 
of interest by British subjects, for sums advanced 
on mortgage, and securities of any lands, tene* 
ments, hereditaments, slaves^ and other things, at 
the rate allowed by the law of the colony where 
the mortgaged property lies. And the 3 Geo. IV, 
c. 47, further regulates the rate of interest, and 
extends its provisions to persons advancing capital 
in this country. 

On the faith of these enactments, large invests 
ments on mortgage have been made. Slaves are 
recognised in them, as property in fee-simple* 
absolute, which has been confirmed by decisions 
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in our courts, both of law and equity. Conse- 
quently, all mortgagees rest their security ript on 
Colonial enactments, but on British Acts of Par- 
liament; and the law relating to mortgaged pro- 
perty in the colonies must be analogous to the law 
relating to mortgaged property in England. ' " 

By the law of England, when Woods or' iiiea- 
suages are included in amortgage, none of those 
woods' or miessuages can be sold or alienated^ 
either collectively or in part, by the mortgagor, or 
by any other known authority, evien though the 
proceeds of such sale should be appropriated td 
the benefit of the mortgagee, without the express 
cbnsent and concurrence of the latter;' the law 
giving to him the sole^ privilege of determining as 
to* whatever may affect his security . 

By the Same law of England, when slaves are' 
expressly specified in a mortgage on West India' 
property, neither the proprietor, nor any other 
known authority, can legally sell such slaves, eVen 
though the proceeds be applied in liquidation of 
ttiei mortgage, unless it be with the previ6us con- 
sent of the mortgagee. * 

Yet it does not appear, that Earl Bathurst has 
explicitly provided for the claims of the mortgagee; 
who has lent his money in the firm rellsaice that 
the law has guaranteed, both to himself and to the 
piortgagor, the full effects of the stipulation of th6 
mortgage contract. . . »• i i 
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• But if the slaves, being in law ireal property, 
on which' the n\ortgagee holds a lien, be permitted 
at their will to separate themselves from the plant 
tation, it must weaken the security of the mort- 
gagee, by removing the instruments through which 
the fixed capital was rendered productive, and by 
the employment of which for the benefit of the 
ttiortgagor, there was a reasonable confidence that 
the mortgage might ultimately be redeemed. 

And in regard to the purchase-money paid by 
the slave to his owner, as the price of his libe- 
ration^ if the amount go at once into the hands of 
the mortgagee, it is an injustice to the debtor^ 
because he had a right to expect a rate of prdit 
ftom his cultivation, much higher than* tlie mere 
interest paid for his leap ; and it is illegal, because 
it is beyond the terms of his contract with the 
mortgagee. 

If, again, the money be deposited in some public 
chest, it is illegal and unjust to both parties: 
unjust^ because the removal of an efficient hand 
entered not into the calculations of the owner of 
the plantation, and by the decrease of its produce 
from subtracted labour, he finds his debt not di- 
minishing but growing larger, while the mortgagee 
runs the risk of losing his money; — illegal, because 
the stipulation forms no part of the mortgage 
contract. 

E 



When we show that illegality is added to injus* 
tice, we may dose the ca$e on the part of the pro^ 
prietor. . . 

Let us sum up the objections. 

If not cue man is freed^ compidscxy manumis* 
sion dianges his good sl^aves into bad ones. If 
any are freed, he gets inadequate remuneration 
for their loss. It unjustly makes the burdens on 
his estates perpetu^ ; and in case of mortgages^ 
is contrary to the statute-law of the realm* 

Is compulsory manumission then compatible with 
a fair and equitable consideration of the rights of 
private property ? Will any member of the legist- 
lature be wiUing to confinn an act of the executive, 
which is expressly contrary to the Resolution lo 
which Parliament became pledged in 1833 1 
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Chapter IV. 

iliiiUft¥ TQ 1»E WSiL-SiilBTQ OF THE SI4AVES. 

It is presumed, that the great object contemplated 
by the British naticxi is to civilize the blacks living 
in pur colonies. The crime of taking them* froni 
their own country is long past by ; but it surely 
cannot be intended to compensate them for their 
former wrongs, by replunging them into barbarism. 
Yet it is to be feared that this is the consummation 
to result from compulsory manunussion. 

Section 1. . . 

COUNTERACTS THE; INCENTIVES TO CIVIJilSATION, 

A free peasantry. in the ookmi^. is the desdderatum 
sought by the framers -d the.measufe. It is argued, 
that men are (sreatures of habit, and tliat if the negro, 
by voluntary industry, amass such a sum as will 
procure his ranson, the habit of working wiU have 
beccmie firmly estaUisked, and he will ccmtinvie lo 
labour when he has obtained his fteedom. 

This argument has been entirely refuted hy the 
simple questix)n. What is the motiv>e for exertipn in 
the two cases ? Before the negro became free, he 
had the stfongest of induoements perp^ally pre- 
sent to his mindk-<*the attainment of freed<xn^ or 
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the privilege of enjoying himself uncontrolled. It 
was not for the money that he worked, but for that 
which the money would procure him. When he 
has, at length, attained his freedom, what motive 
has he to work further ? Name one <!)bject, eqtKi- 
yalent, in his estimation, to the irksomeness. of 
labour ; the one-inspiring aim is attained, the stir 
toulus is gone. 

But it ig not enough for our purpose to show, that 
industry is eventually superseded. We can estg.blish, 
that the very means held out are themselves £hie most 
efficacious in producing this pernicious result. It is 
said that men are creatures of habits, and do not 
speedily change them. We meet our opponents on 
this ground. 

If you demand of a man, living in a country 
inlperfectly civilised, for what reason he works, 
lie will answer, that he may purchase food. But 
I)ut the same question to a man in a state highly 
civilised,^ and he will reply, that besides the pur- 
chase of food, he requires good clothing, lodging, 
and; Other comforts which have become haUtiud tt> 
Jhim^ and in which custom would make it disre- 
putable in him riot to indulge. ' ' 
f Xiet us apply this to the negro ia the West Indies. 
At, present his artificial, wants are extremely 
:l0w ; 9iid if c^aio hubite^ m^ 4s above dbsecribed, 
have to operate hereafter upon him as incentives 
to exertiori, is^ it not requisite^ that they should now 
begin td b^ established ? Suppose a riegro, by 



jpearing stock of various/ deteriptipiis, cm eatn i 
dollar pef week— ^hpuld he not lt>e taught to lay 
out thatsum in the purchase of articles, for instance, 
V)f personal decoration for himself and family, or 
of additional conveniences in his hut» in the display 
of Which h^ will henceforth take a pride ? 

By such means it must be^ that, in the lapse of 
dime, he wilt feel that he. must work longer than 
4s merely necessary to procure him food, because 
he has other wants to satisfy. 

But compulsory manumission directly counteracts 
this process. It prompts him to the most sordid 
i^elf-denial. Its language to him is— ** Spend not 
;your; weekly dollar, but rather hoard it with the 
most scrupulous rigour; improve not the condition 
tof your family: — in a word^ confine your wants to 
the state of the savage." 

The necessary consequence will be, that when 
ihe attains to freedom, all his physical wants remain 
unciianged. And ate these the boasted steps 
*whicb have been taken to elevate the condition 
of the slaves ? It is certainly a novel mode of esta- 
:blishing a free peasantry, to commence by divesting 
4hem of every stimulus to exertion. 

Section ^2. 

DEBAUCHERY AND CRIME ENCOURAGED. 

•It vsrill not have escaped the observation of th^ 
intelligent reader, that if compulsory manumission 



lesi^ to <HsIf<lepreciatfito, by ^i^Mtly iraggieMliiig 

usefufaieiss, the smie «iid may be attmoed by 4^ 
\>^sing ibe motal character. Erery spedes (df 
debaUebety ts, in point of bxi, ^icouraged, to con^ 
strain the: {iTi^rietor to cSst IMe impediment te 
the freNomof his ^Vee* 

Oopd cotidUct frequenti]!^ Teiidam a hegco more 
"valuable Jsyeb than skilly and it thus beieomes a 
principal impediment to the attainment of his free* 
dom. In the cas6 of a drunken, worthless charabter 
Km a plaiitationi tibe ptoprietc^, instead of oppositig 
his liberation, will be glad to get rid of him at a 
small amount, because he is continuially givii^ 
trouble and setting a bad example* 

If there be any truth in the maxim of dioraliets, ihaJL 
the road to vice is alluring in itself, what must^be tile 
result when men are urged upc^ it, by the stirotigest 
incentiyes which can b6 slikpposed td operate wi& 
them ? The profligate sla^ve may pArdiase his free- 
dom within a year,-^the virtuous bait to wait foif it 
ten years, and perhaps all his life^ wfthout suoeess. 
What is this but to teach him, in the most emfrikdtie 
manner, that if he Were but profl^te and vdrtUies^ 
he would find no such difficulties? Under the 
common operations ot hiffloaii nature, it is impos- 
sible, when the whole moral code is reversed-^when 
virtue is punished and vice rewarded, that any 
number of men in a state like that of the n&gf o^ 
will continue virtuous. 
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. W^ v^hall 'lierei.foe aga^ i^ound^d about th^ 
iaortiBoaie of good cbarac^t which is4o be requiMd^ 
Bat if this quQBtioD be to.be disoussed at ail by 
men of business^ it is surely time to disfpiss this 
alleged safeguard of a certificate* It caa never,, as 
vpeiiave shown, be of the least avail in reference to 
skill ; and as a real preventive it naist equally ]|^x>ve 
nugatoi^ in regard to moral conduct. Without 
intending any disrespect, it must be pronounced 
to aavour a little of the ludicrous. 
«/ tLet us. suppose som^ measure introduced into 
one of the counties of Snglsu^, affecting its pc^u^ 
lation as vitally as compulsory manumissioa afiecta 
the slaves in our colon^,, and what would b^ 
thought of any person who should gravely profpsei 
Ihat a public officer, amid other multifarious duties, 
should Qerti/y minutely as t<^ the indiy^tjiAl <!h»t 
Kaoker of every nuin in the cQunty ? If ^^ wavQ to 
oiroumscribe his jurisdiction to. a lew square inU^i 
or even to la.fi^w sti'eets of erne town«rthe thi9g( 
mu^ pteinly be impossible, c . ; ; ; 

Dissimulation, hypocrisy, a^d crs^ft, are often d§r 
^wmbed aa the pwJents of <rime»^«¥l,they will Wm- 
fifiUAAj xeaort^ to, to.foreen the vices pf^the ^v^» 
His vwam wiilbe^ I^me become a vicooua wlyect^ 
ito'hmer mgr value .irith. my masteri. and^l^t-mebet 
ffome an adi^t in cunmng to decide Uie piiiiitectpr^. 

, Tl^ higher hia intellectual attainments,^ the ea^ief 
iwM it be for. him toiprai^iae this de^ptioa with 
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im^scess \ and M^hUe^.as has heitn.&bowa iatiie |)dre- 
iPading ^ection^. the benefiolid attiubutes o£ futace 
^viliBatioa are checked,; the. slave. ia habitiiatedJIo 
Ma corrupticHi&L . i j m 

; None c^ the palliatora of the meaaure. can getovier 
this conduaion, that if flagrant mism be not openty 
^(Wcouraged, it cannot be demed : that it is ibst^ed 
;&ecrietly. llow many wi]l , be ; the plans laid for 
Stealing in the dark; an4for this evil. there ia no 
cure. If the delinquent ba detected^, it daprraiatea 
bia: character, and, consequently, his value ; (and, 
if undi8a)vereds. it swells the iUnd which is to make 
him free. 

' . Section. 3* 

TIRTUOUS UNION OP THE SEXES IMPEDED. 

« ' . - • » » « 

If «re wish to infuse a higher sense of mwal feeling 
aowBg^tbe slaves^ it is indispensable to elevate their 
ideaa in regard to the virtuous union of the seres « 
There is no one of the measures of amelioration 
which has attracted more attention^ or which is 
more desired by the British community. 

We dlea hear that there is too great a temptation 
to imnx^rality iu this partioilar among thecolbnists* 
It may undoubtedly be^ true; \»xt still illicit oc»- 
nexions are materially checked by the dread of 
bringing into existence a» <xfi^pring whose lot by 
birth would be slavery • 
* If compidsof y manumission be enforced, 41us 
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fiiitKitaiy-barriei' is^ removed, bec^^se (he freedom of 
^atiy female «feve cotild^fee purfthased by the person 
xididroufi; €f cohabiting with her^ aid her ofibpring 
would be free* Thus/ on the parties colluding to 
^takeF advSEntage of the new - measure^ the greatest 
fmiisc^efs^ would accrue to the community. 
f. If this practice once obtained, and were found 
t^sy of accomplishment, the female slaves would 
/have a powerful inducement to court illicit a»i- 
^nex;ioa with the whites^ in preference to marriage 
with men of their own condition. One of the diief 
idbjecta of amelioration would thus be frustrated, 
and the ofis^nring of these connexions become liable 
to be left, destitute in case of the sickness, absence, 
or death of the father, and consequently thrown 
upon the casual charity of the public. 
M Besides the immorality thus in the finst; instailde 
pfoduced*. how fruitful a source of fikurct cnraeds 
:presentedl » - - ' 

• Section' 4. ' ^ 

. . • - , .. ' . • 

TASK-WORK PBI^VENTEP. 

'When we examine- the measure as it will more 
immediately ^ect the domestic government of each 
planftatibn, we find objections equally foi^iUewith 
thbse already stated; . « v 

Id none of Mr. Cttmiing's or&tions' on tite subject 
has he been so eloquent as when he described the 
^ect of abdishjlng impending coercion,- upon the 
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feeUngs of Uie aktva He 4^ict«d: in tlie laaat 
powerful manner the beaiatifiil effeota tiiat: Would 
6QSU6 when thet ^ave performed his work imth 
alacrity^ and his condition assimilated to tbak oi 
tt^ voluntary labourer. It was hem that he expa- 
tiated upon the wisdom of a&owing benefits to tint 
idtave to flow &om the mast^^ since it would incite 
tberar to work without the necessity forcoeireioa. The 
system of task-work would be intiodnoed^ which 
perhaps is the greatest practical impfommttd. in 
the conditkxi of slavery. 

It is quite «vide&t that this system cam only 
exist with the agteement and tedprooal feeling of 
bMh ptiffties. The slave knows well that bis master 
am return to the old system at his wiU, and this 
reflection is the diief caitse for establishing the im^ 
provem^t« The master knows welU thai the law 
;^apowers him to keep his slaves at work till six 
in the evening; but he considers that^ if he can 
elicit their spontaneous skill and assiduity, they 
will get through an equal quantity of work by an 
earlier hour^ and will pursue their labour cheer&Uy. 
Jie is dievefore disposed to approve of task-wbtk 
wherever it is practicable^ both under the iMu^ace 
of that mc»:e humane spirit wl»eh. pervades Jh^ 
colonies^ and from the desire to save himsaif the 
trouble and expense of s«qpeiintradenGe inr.the 
field ) 

Under this beneficial regulati<»» the negroeSi are 



fmmd M> complete M^ir day's work by as early m 
hour as three or four otlodk, having thm th^ 
remaiadw of the day at their own disposal^ to 
earn money for thmosdv^B. Ibe masfter jsbyw 
thinks of objecttnff to aiich euninffS) whidi ben^ 
h» peopb Cibola ii^uring himJf. Oa t^coa. 
tmry, it ;is to his advantage^ by increasing ^imt 
oodtentmeat) the sdiutftry opefation of which we 
ha^ desCTbed in a preceding 9eotion. 

But . hi coiBpulSG»*y manumission be insisted ob^ 
and how differently will he then qontem^ate the 
earnings of his slaves I At jN^sent their little funds 
are sp^xA in harmless^ amusements-^in adorning 
their ^sDna, and giying CluistniaS and othw holir 
day entertainments^ in whidi it is their d^ght tQ 
minnc the manners of the whites^ But chafige 
tile scene, and let them eodploy their earnings to 
proourts their freedom, and what will be the 
master's course ? He will be oonstrained, in selfi- 
tdelenoe to stop tbdr tneans of earning* He wiU 
diseontiftue task-wbril^^ and keep his aegroea work^ 
ing until six o oldck^ ad the law allows him;. 

Jbet us banish Utopian ¥iews from cur thougbH 
and consider, as practical men, is it ever to be 
expected--^is it reasonable, that colonial proprietors 
wduld act otherwise ? You drive them to it They 
have vested their prc^erty on the express declara- 
tion of the law, tiiat they are entitled to the labour 
ef ^their slaves' until mx . o'dodk. You cannot change 
this hcAir for an earlier one, without infringing the 
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tights di property 9 in a manner whidi could iiever 
possibly be contemplated by any tegislature.' Them 
is therefore no regulation which can obviate the evil* 
Task-Work^ consisting- of a multiplicity of details^ 
cannot in its very nature be commanded or enforced 
by any other audiority than that of the masten 
Its beneficial effects upon the slaves consist in the 
master's entering into their feelings, and giving 
them encouragement precisely in the degree that 
personal trouble in management is removed. 
' When property in slaves is made but a precarious 
interest, dependent upon the slaves themselves^ it 
13 no more than the truth to assert, that a rigorous 
isysteta of coercion, such as prevailed in the colo- 
ines some twenty years ago, would return. 
• If it be argued, that this involves a contradiction 
in reference to the contentment, described as being 
the proprietor's chief object to establish, let it be 
recollected that he is now in a dilemma. If he 
^ows his slaves to accumulate earnings, they may 
-Ij^e employed to his own total ruin ; he has therefore 
to get, as speedily as possible, the utmost degree 
of work from his labourers that the law allows him. 

Section 5. 

INVIDIOUS FEELINGS EXCITED BY PROMPTING TO A 
GENERAL RUSH FOR FREEDOM* 

• it 

Several of His Majesty's ministers, in various 
declarations and speeches, have alluded to the 
institution of slavery in ancient times ; and availing 
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th^mselYes of the great experience thus: presented 
for guidance and direfction» have affirmed that the 
samer measures of amelioration should be introduced 
to mitigate slavery in the West India colonies, 
ivhich had in times past mitigated slavery in 
Europe. By obvious analogy, if the experience 
<if times past be the true guide in measures relating 
to anleHoration» the satme experience should be 
the guide for me^uiies relating to emancipation. 
' Let us examine/ then, if this be the case; 

In all ages and records of history, and in every 
nation on the globe in which slavery has existed,' 
the difficulties of manumission haye become less 
and less as civilisation advanced. But by the modd 
i3f operation laid down by Lord Bathurst, the diffi- 
culties in the present case must gradually increase; 
la a gang of one hundred negroes^ the first man 
applying for freedom would have his relative utility 
to. the plantation estiinated at a small sum, the Idss 
of the services or an individual not materially itrf* 
peding its cultivation. : But if thirty or forty men 
were to be abstracted from the estate, the sum to 
be! assessed is relative utility must rise in a rapidly 
increased, ^10, the.ttmaijEimg hands, being wholly 
incOTapetent to render the fixed capital productive, 
: Supposing^ then^the measure to possess an exe- 
cutory principle : in the first year, according to its 
projectors, a man might procure his freedom at 100/. 
At th/e end of the second year^ a man of precisely 



the s»Q8 capabtHtiek atti ainttroct Table inrouid: find 
this price of mamnmssion risen to 1501 M ite 
end 6f die third ytor it niighl rise to 200i: t and 
so on, progressitelfv uixtil.it mounted to ^OOi, or 
a still higher sum. ^ 

This is the opeacatiroreQosGqueiit or the tenUH^em^- 
plojed by Earl BalJiurst^ and endiseqii^tly, indoedr 
explkidy avowed fay faim^.to iliustrale the measure. 

It has been CDnaidebed, and repeatediy dedared 
by Hi& Majeflty'a ministers, that a prograniTe 
amdioration in the condilicm of the slaves^ the 
dilTuaicii of moral instruction^ the just ippreeiaiiaii 
of tbe lideafiinga of ^ pixre rdigion^ and a gradual 
refcMrtnatioii ia manners and opinicna, shoidd com 
timie to exercisa their salutary, inflnence, until 
alavery in^c&isiUy glided iQto freedoms 

Yet oopqmlscHy nyimamission proceeds in impress 
eontradiotion to this prrndple. It teadiea the sfaure, 
that the sooner he demands his freedom the easier 
it wiU be toe lam to succeed. It discourages the 
idea of ddaying till the morals be improved by 
instruction> and it uiges him to rush £»rward at onoe 
by the most ejip^diiipus course, by teadiing him> 
thiX those only who d<&7 incur the danger of dis- 
ai^ointmi^t. , 

The puUie at large have been harangue(| about 
the gradual op^r^itwn of the measure. What will 
be their surprise ^hen they understand^ th£^ the 
meaning of such gradual operation simply is> that 
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the difficulties in attaining the object sought should 
become greater by degreed instead of less? It is, 
indeed, a notable specimen of legislation, to an* 
nounce to theslaves,— Now that you are ignorant, 
you may procure your freedom for 100/. ; but some 
years hence, 'wh^Q you have improved by instifuc- 
tioEi, you will have to pay five times as much. 

Under such excitements, a measure which woikg 
on the predominant passions of men, awakening 
in them mutual feelings of . envy and distrust, 
prompting each to take advantage of bis feUow, 
and universally forestalling the fruits of civilisationi 
Quist be utterly incompatible with the well-being of 
the slave. 

Who, therefore, can maintain, all the circum-^ 
stances enumerated in the foregoing sections taken 
in ccmjunction, that compulsory manumission is in 
couformity with the Resolution of Parliament ? . 
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Chapter "V. 
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SAFETY OF. THE COLONIES MPA^QRED.. 

' » * 

The correspondence of Mr. Canning with "Mr. ' 
Galaliii, lately published , evinces plainly the im- 
portaiice which is attached to our transatlantic pos- 
Sessions- It cannot be supposed that a minister of 
state will hold one tone to a foreign power, arid a 
different one to ourselves. 

It is on occasions of publia diplomacy, when our 
own policy is opposed to that of the great rising 
republic of America, that the full swell of public 
opinion mdkes known the extent of interest felt by 
the British' nation towards her colonies. 

Hie love of dominion is naturail to mankind, and 
few like to lose what they have once possessed ; 
but, tvith the reflecting part of the nation, this 
feeling id strengthened by the consciousness that 
slavery itself will be promoted by the destruction ^ 
of the British colonies. Foreign nations will take 
up what we abandon ; aiKt if we are still to con- 
sume sugar, the state of the oHitinental markets 
proves to a demonstration that that consumption 
will be supplied by slave-labour, and not by free 
labour firom either east or west. 

Hence the safety of the eolonies not cmly iiSkdtk '^ 
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the dignity of His Majesty's crown, which ministers 
have sworn to uphold ; but it combines every con* 
sideration on this question which can influence the 
conduct of an independent member of the legis- 
lature* 

If, then, there ever was a measure which involved 
a dilemma^ it is that of compulsory manumission. 
It ;nust either be operative^ or, from the restric- 
tions with which it is fenced, it must be inope-- 
rative. 

Let us view it ia both ways. 

Section I. 

CULTIVATION SUPERSEDED. 

It is almost unnecessary to jremaxk, that the nature 
of the colonial system assumes the production in the 
cdQuies of commodities possessing exchangeabte 
value, to be transp(^led to the mother^coinntry for 
8ale» and tending, in the various relations of their 
transport^ to promote and invigc^ati^ the national 
commerce. . 

But if the negroes free themselves in the maiuier 
pressed, this commerce must cease. 

The writer <^ the '' R^narks" has made one ac- 
knowledgment which greatly abridges the necessity 
for. 9Xgam&xi or examinadon on this head. He says, 
that no instance has yet oecurred of Iree negroes 
wdkis^ iteadily for hiie in the fieki, in the Britisli 
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colonies ; and that it is not to be expected^ that 
they will so work> until thdfpbysicall ^veants have 
been augmented. 

Now it' has been ^own, in the: first section; of 
the preceding chapter, that those wants, instead of 
being augniented, or even estaUished, are e&cl\fs31y 
checked by the new measure. If there could be, 
in the first ii>stance, a hope that cultivation might 
hereafter be conducted by free labourers, it. is 
destroyed in its bud ; and precisely in the dsegrae 
that the negroes are fr^ed, will the value of .the 
colonies decline. 

Political economy is now the fashion. All who 
are connected with the Legislature, or^ who take a 
part in public afiairs, are anxious to display their 
proficiency in this science. Without further coik^ 
ment, an appeal is made to them to pronounce^ 
on weighing well the reascming referred to^ if pro- 
fitable cultivation in the cdonies will not : be su« 
perseded. 

What, then/ would bo the object of protecting 
those colonies ? They would virtually be lost to 
this coumi^) in express oontimdiction to the de- 
clared policy of tile Legidature. 

Section 2. 

REBEX^LIO^ INSTIiOATKD. 

On « the other handt, Jet US suppose eompulaory 
manumissi<m inoperative ; that Gov^maenyt (^K^o^e? 



67 

its }atent difficulties^ and that they wish ostensibly 
toi^foroe its enactment while they fetter it with 
restrictions to prevent its practical working. 

Here it is conceived that still more disastrous 
consequences would ensue. You tdl the negro that 
he has a right to purdiase his^ freedom ; and when 
becomes forward to daim it, he finds himself n^odced 
atid imposed upon. 

In common reason, is this the kind. of legislation 
we are to expect after the many warnings we have 
bad of .negro susceptibility, and the well-grounded 
conviction that there are embers, only wanting one 
kindling breath to involve the whole colonies in 
destruction? 

•Since the agitation of negro emancipation, within 
these few years past, a grea( excitement has pre- 
vailed among the slaves^ and mischief on no xxaor 
mon scale has occurred^ merely from the delusion 
practised upcMi the negroes as to t)ie pretended 
bi^nefits intended them. During the insurrection 
in Demerara, when the insurgents w^re> told by the 
governor, of the new laws^ and indulgences to be 
granted them, they received tbe boon* with, cqm* 
parative derision ; they said, to <^ote the words of 
the Governor's despatdi, that " those things were 
" no comforts for them ; that they were tired of 

being slaves ; thslt their good King had sent orders 

that they should be fi'-ee, and that they would not 

^ork any more*" 

p2 






• ' • ' 



68 

By obvious analogy lYe inay judge 6f the (danger 
if an inoperative law be now passed. To inspire 
hopes which can never be realized^ is at any time 
bad ; but in the case of the slaves, it is to render 
them for ever dissatisfied with their lot, and to 
arouse every angry passion in their minds. The 
strongest indignation^ therefore, should be expressed 
at attempts made to palliate the manifold errors of 
the measure, or to procure the unreflecting con- 
currence of parties locally interested, by represent- 
ing that it might ostensibly be allowed to pass^ if 
rendered inoperative^ because then no harm can 
result from it. Such a mode of proceeding to sill 
parties concerned, both master and slave^ would be 
unworthy of the British Government, and not more 
disingenuous than impoUtic. 

Imagine, for a moment, the feelings of a slave, 
wbo^ relying upon the eflBcacy of the law pro- 
mulgated, applies for his freedom, but finds sdl a 
fellacy ! Think of his baffled hope — ^the pinings 
of the heart — ^the burning sense of injustice ! And 
it. is all-important to reflect,, that the obnoxious 
object of these excited passions will be the tnaster^ 
or the resident proprietor. The negro will never 
believe that he has been deceived by the King of 
England. He will decide, that the King has con* 
ferred on him the boon, and that it has been inter^ 
cepted by combination of the colonial proprietors. 

The negroes are just beginning to be sensible 
that amelioration is different from what they first 
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imagined it. Proclamations and proceedings of 
the. governors have tended to check their fatal ii^- 
pression that a life of idleness was now at hand ; 
but if you disturb the existing tranquillity^ if you 
again raise the delusive cry of ** Freedom !" may 
we not apprehend that kindred spirits, brooding 
over their fancied wrongs, will coalesce, and dis- 
content thus swell into rebellion. It is vain to 
disguise or doak the measure. Every colonial 
proprietor knows the excitetnent that will always 
be kept up by the aQti-colonial party. '^If I am 
to be robbed," he will say, "rather let me suffer 
at once, than be kept in perpetual dread of ruin^ 
If a slave worth 300/. comes to demand his free- 
dom, better suffer a loss of 100/. than send him 
back with a refusal, for assuredly he will never 
be a peaceable or good subject again." In his own 
defence, therefore, he must refuse to sanction any 
modifications of a measure which will equally injure 
himself, ^nd endang^ the public safety. 

Whether, then, compulsory manumissipn cpn- 
tain an executory principle, or otherwise, it is 
Ltible with the safety of the colonies. 
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We have now contemplated the measure in every 
point of vifiWt. s^nd it must be emphatically pro- 
nounced to be contrary both to the letter and the 
spirijt.of U)e Resolutions of both hQuses of Parlia- 
n)ent« 
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Chapter VI. 

» 

NO JUST ANALOGY IN THE PRECEDENTS AD- 
DUCED BY GOVERNMENT. 

A THOUSAND precedents would never justify a bad 
measure— it may therefore be deemed superfluous 
to offer a remark on this head ; but as Mr. Canning 
has argued, that whatever is adopted iii one colony' 
can safely be introdriCed into all the rest, and 'as 
this maxim has been taten for granted by many 
persons willing to save themselves the trouWe of 
thinking, it is necessary to enter into some expla- 
nation. 

Section 1. 

TRINIDAD. 

When the order in council for negro treatment 
was sent out to Trinidad, great objections were 
offered^ both generally, and to the individual clauses 
which constitute compulsory manumission. 

It is not necessary here to inquire how often that 
order has been altered, or the reasons why the 
colonists of Trinidad have been constrained t6 
submit to the authority imposed upon them. We 
have only to show that the case of that island differs 
from that of the other British colonies. 
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Trinidad was originally a Spanish colony; its 
laws were framed previously to the abolition of the 
sla^ve-trade, and have continued unaltered since the 
cession of the island to Great Britain. 

Now it is apparent that, when fresh slaves can bq 
procured, compulsory manumission is not §q obJQc^ 
tionable ; because the place of those who purdiase. 
tfepir freedcHn can be immediately filled up by 
others* 

It has cpnsequeqtly been considered that, while 
the slave-trade wa^ in fictiye operation in thq 
Spanish colonies, the practice of manumission was 
encoviraged, as increasing the means of preventing 
insurrection. 

But it is surely unfair to hold up to the imita^tiori 
of another colony the enactments and usages intro- 
duced by one whose laws were adapted to a state 
of things so different ; and to require that the pro- 
visions of a code adapted ; to the existence of the 
slave-trade, should be engrafted upon other <xxles 
framed since its abolition. 

The order in council for Trinidad has not affected 
the principle of the Spanish law, or rather the pracr 
ticQ in the Spanish colonies, which allows a slave to 
enfranchise himself by purchase. But the British law 
jin our settlements gives no such right whatever to si 
?l»ve. ^ 

According to those codes, the interest of ^ 
owner in his slave is that of a fee-simple absolute : 
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he purchased Upoti that! toimre^ he has continoed to^ 
hold upon the same, and caimot be deprived ^ 
that legal tide without a direct vidation of pro^ 
perty. 

In Trinidad it is otherwise : a person purchasing 
a slave in that colony, knows beford^and that hd 
acquires only a precarious title in sudi a slave,^ 
which depends on the ability of the slave to pur^ 
chase himself. 

Nor has sufiScient time yet elapsed to make 
known^ the great difference in the working of the 
measure that must take place now that the slaves 
trade has ceased^ contrasted with the period when 
ij; was in active prosecution. 

It ought also to be stated, that the hardship and 
evils of the law in Trinidad, even subsequent to the 
abolition of the slave-trade, had not been so much 
felt, from the nature of its laws not being generally 
known in this country: consequently, there was 
no extraneous excitement upon the subject given to 
the minds of the negroes. 

But now, when this excitement has been given,^ 
the brief experience already afforded, tends strongly 
to corroborate the arguments we have advanced ; 
and it is credibly asserted, that the Secretary iot 
the Colonies has received representations and ap*- 
peals, proving evils to have proceeded from the 
operation of this law, 

Among these ^vils,^ theft is sAiown to have ii^ 
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iHogistmted . ave said to evitiee ^' ^ogrbssi^e lienio- 
rcilkEatiDn anuxigfit die negroes* 

It is further known, that instances have oocurrecl 
whei^ tbe sum assessed by the appraisers, as the 
prtoe of manumission, has been higher than the 
negro was able, or considered himself entitled, to 
pay *; and tbe being sent back under these circum- 
stances has . visibly produced in him a sullenness 
9»d discontent exacdy as has been described, and 
in all probability as injurious to the interests of his 

laaster, as if he had obtained his discharge at his 

» 

own valuation. 

Proa, aese circuai,U»,»., it is ^p»e.. ** 
th^re is no analogy between the case of l\inidad 
su2d that of the other British Colonies, and iiii^ 
tlws far no proper pmcedent is establi^ed. ' "^* 

Section 2. 

ST. LUCIE« . , : .' ./ \.sc oaJ 

r 

In regard to this colony, the measure has been Hut. 
recently introduced, and without the spontaneous 
concurrence of its inhabitants. It was established 
there by the force of arbitrary authority. " There, 
was to adequate court or power, similar in consti* 
tution and fuiictions to the' Assemblies m the other 
islands, to resist its promulgation ; and the threat 
cQDveyad in (lie despatch of £arl Bathurst to Che 
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Governor, thus amoioited to ^an imperative watidai6 
for the adopti(»i of the measure as htw inrl^e ccdoiKy. 
Is this a precedent ? 

Se^on 3. 

BERBICE. 

The case of Berbice is still more flagrajit. Thr9 
colony possessed^ a . short time back, a <;ouncil 
composed of persons having property at stake* 
Before the enactm^its relating to the slaves in that 
colony were brought forward, this council was dis^ 
missed, and another arbitrarily appointed, consist* 
ing of persons having no interest in the cultivation 
dt the colony. 

It was previously declared,* t&at the new laws 
relating to the daves^ in whatever way they might 
be finally settled, should not be carried into c^i^ra« 
tion at Berbice^ unless the same measures were at 
the same time adopted in Demerara. In the latter 
colony^ all the measures relating to amelioration 
were received, and compulsory manunnssion abti^ 
rejected ; but in Berbice, the new counqiU so ap- 
pointed and so composed, passed the letter measure 
contrary to the wish of ev^ry proprietor in the 
colony. ; 

It ought moreover to be stated that, before th^ 
;new laws were promulgated in Demerara, they 
were sent home to hosA BathurjBt for cQ»&a»4^ 
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"King has been graciously pleased to approve 
" the decisipn that you adopted,: of. referring^ the 
** draft pf the 4jct to his Majesty, forihia considem* 
'< jtionV instead of immediately promulgating it as a 
" law in the colony." 

But how does the new Council of Berbice act? 
The most important of all the new measures they 
carry at once into effect ; that, is to say, they allow 
no opportunity for parties in England to carry 
remonstrance or explanation to the foot of the 
throne. 

Again, let us ask, is this a precedent? What is 
the meaning of the term ? does it not .warrant the 
inference, in thk case, that some assembly,, com-^ 
posed of parties interested, have given their 0Dn<» 
cuistence ? Bilt how marked is the differenide 
between a council composed of persons possessing 
little or no property in slaves, and a court where 
several of the members^ hold laigef {dantatioos; and 
are deeply interested in Ihe permanent prosperity 
of their colony. * 

. The possession of this krrge stake by the mem- 
bers, and the circumstance of having ddegated 
interests to represent^ peculiarly conduce- to ' safe 
and practicable legislation. Such circumstances 
present a security against precijMtaricy^— prompt 
to a careful and minute consideration of all local 
peculiarities, — and procure for every public mea- 
sure a full and patient examination of all its rela? 



/ 



76 

tioQS, both direct and contlngeotv before it. is per-i 
mitted to be put in executioa 

And further j in respect to anyone of these West? 
India cases, has there elapsed a time sufficient to 
enable us to estimate the policy of the experiment, 
and still less to pronounce upon its fitness for the 
whole of our West-Indian possessions ? 



Section 4. 

CAPE OP GOOD HOPE. 



I : 



How this colony should be referred to as a pre- 
cedent it is difficult to explain. Its climate difiers 
materially from that of the West Indies. In the 
latter,, the evils apprehended from giving freedoro 
to the slaves arise from the impossibility of pror 
curiiiiig free labourers to supply their place* It is 
but a Very short time since emigration from ^is 
oquotiry to the Cape of Good Hope, wa^ greatly 
encouraged ; and it is ascertained, by exp^ence, 
th«t Europeans can work without injury or incon* 
Tenience in that climate. 

Thus the supply of voluntary labourers not oaly 
enlisting, but increasing in that colony/ the induce- 
ments to perpetuate slavery omst progr^^vely 
ex{ttre» and slaves may conseqiiently be fre$(l 
without injury to the property of ih^r owners,, c^ 
danger to the public safety. .^ 

Front tbi6 obvious drSarenceifrf^ysieal dictssh 
stances between the Wiest India (xlbnies ^mdvthfe 
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Cape oir Good Hope, there is no just analogy be- 
tween the two; and though compulsory manu- 
mission may be enacted in the one, it cannot, there- 
fore, be taken as a model for imitation to the other. 

This straining after inapplicable precedent clearly 
indicates deficiency of argument 

No enactment containing inherently a principle 
of evil, even though acceded to willingly, or acqui* 
esced in passively^ by individual bodies, should 
ever be set up by a wise government as an example 
for general adoption. 

It has been more than once remarked in Parii^^ 
fiient^ by persons of high character, that the prece- 
dent generally existing throughout the Spanish cdLb"- 
nies served as a sufficient ground for the measure. 

But there are two points which should never be 
omitted in r^ecting on the question : 
^ I. As to the opportunity of procuring other la* 
bourers. 

II. The difference of amount sunk in fixed capi- 
tal, between the Spanish colonies and those of 
Great Britain. 

In tegaM to the first, fresh labourers can b^ 
^irodur^d; in the Spanish colonies, but cannot in the 
British; and in r^ard to the second, there must 
suisely be some difference in the working of a mea* 
sure when the amount of capita! to be withdrawn 
mrietL in tha j^oportion cf 20,000^. in the ooe case> 
td a few honcbreds iti the €^r«> 
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Chapter VII. 

RESPONSIBILITY ATTACHING TO MINISTERS IF 
THEY ENFORCE COMPULSORY MANUMISSION. 

Whoever notices the levity of manner with wbidi 
this question is treated, would imagitie *hat <mt 
constitution had undergonae a change^ and that 'Hid 
Majesty's advisers were relieved frora responsibility 
for the acts of the executive. On any occasion it 
is a rash step to counsel the crown to important 
measures before a full investigation has been insti-^ 
tuted. But when a step is taken so contrary to the 
laws of the realm, as, by eminent law-authorities, 
Compulsory Manumission, in regard to mortgaged 
property, is conceived to be, r espohsilnlitj/ cedi^e^ 
to be an idle term, and circumstances may arise 
from it to disturb the peace of a minister of stated 
much longer thain he anticipates. 

It can never be too often repeated that, so iar as 
legislation for the negroes is concerned, what ii 
once done is irrevocable. In other public measures, 
an opportunity is afforded to a minister, when he 
makes a false step, to change his policy by a dbx*- 
terous manoeuvre. But no such resource being 
afforded in the West India Question, we shouM 
conclude that more cautious deliberation would In 



I 
i 



79 

the first instance be exercised, and that a fall ex- 
amination would take place before excitement was 
created by announcing even the heads of a new 
measure. The proceedings hitherto have been on 
a principle directly opposite. While the. Irish 
Question remains undecided, though more than a 
generation has passed by since it commenced ; and 
whfle the Corn Question has stood over until argu- 
ment on the subject is exhausted: In the West 
India Question— where, wrong measures being 
once taken^ all remedy is hopeless — ^the parties 
whose whole prc^rty is d.t stake cannot be al^ 
lowed more than the lapse of a few weeks, to put 
on record aU their objections to the most essential 
innovations^ 

This presents an anomaly in the history of public 
measureSy and it can only be accounted for by 
supposing that ministers, amid their many duties, 
have completely undervalued the importance of 
the measure now pending. This conclusion i^ 
confirmed by what is understood to be their lan- 
guage to independent members of the legislature 
whose sufirage they solicit in future discussion; 
They say the principal opposition of the West 
Indians is no more than idle and transient clamour. 
It is^ merely of a piece with what has been always 
witnessed. When the abolition of the slave-trdde 
Wa^ under discussion, did we not hear the cry, that 
our ^mcient colonies would be ruined ? That great 
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mes^sute was carried, yet no mm ^aanecL Wh^t 
the Begistxy Bill wajs brought in^. had we net a 
similar clamour, that the most dangerous excre- 
ment among the slaves would be the consequence? 
That point, too, was carried ; yet no such direful 
evils attended it. Again, when the recent Ameli* 
oration Clauses were proposed, how furious was 
the opposition in the cdonies^ — the proprietors 
there were to be utterly ruined. Many of these 
clauses have since been enacted^ even where ex- 
position was strongest at the first, and yet no 
injury or change has taken place! What is the 
inference in regard to compulsory manumission I 
We have strenuous opposition at present^ it ia 
true ; but when the measure is once carried^ that 
will soon subside, and all the frightM features of 
danger which have alarmed the colonists will turn 
out to be mere phantoms of the imagination. 

Now, in answer, may we not allege^ in the &st 
place, that the objections urged against those formct 
measures were not groundless. Our abolition of 
the slave-trade, without securing the e£fectoal con* 
currence of foreign powers in a similar act, has 
transferred from British to foreign cdonies the 
principal supply of Europe with sugar^ and without 
the smallest benefit to Africa. The Registry Bilk 
are an enormous tax on our impoverished coloBi^s^ 
and it is not to them we owe the extinction of ouc^ 
colonial slave-trade* Of pur. rooent AneUoiaticxi 
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.Gim&eBr te dfecfc in dintitiishiiig ptoductioii m as 
y el more certain than thM of increased benefit tt> 

; In' the B&cf&ai place, filay We not {^roiiounce ihat 
^ case we are now submitting is very different 
Sfom any of tiiose cited ? 

■■:, But ia ^B age of superficiality, where all labo- 
riMB iBTestigi^n seems exploded, and when a 
w^-tuHied period of declamatibn in Parliament 
90^y» the liatioo, let hs take another mode of 
pointing out the difiPerelice of this case. 
^ In? those important measures which were passed 
iOQpe tu&d backj tiie GoTemment carried a great 
n<ifi[|berof Qol<Hiial {uropiietors living in this oountry 
along with them. How differ^t, then, on primli 
Jleor evidence^ must be the nature and beisiring^ of 
^ nieasure bow proposed, when colonial proprie^ 
tors, who have always acted with ministers, are^ 
QoiU^rtiined, as a solemn duty in defence of their 
pMp^tties and of tfadr familieis, to oppose it stre^i 
ft^Udly 1 It is iBvidet^ that to occasion such a feeL^* 
iilgv &ero must be something in the measure 
^ianniogly important, and demanding the most 
i3fHitiou€» scrutiny. 

j lu&rmer thara^ the letters sent out by colonial 
proprietors iu England to thi^ir friends in the colonies 
iai|itesfied upon the latter, to do all that they were 
able, to sil^sce olamour in England ; but with regard 
to mmp^^isary maifumi^sion^ the lesser evil is 

G 
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chosen, and the adnnibmtion is, /' Beware of, passing 
this measure^ and thus committing yourselves by 
your own act. Throw all th& responsibility upon 
ministers, that you may hereafter hate full -claims 
for indemnification.''. </ • 

The question then resolves itself into this, — Ar^ 
ministers, considering the situation in which tl»ey 
are placed, and having a due regard to their own 
fame, prepared to take . this . responsibH ity upoa 
themselves. ? Do they : rely upon the passing 
opinions of the day . for their support? i lic^rd 
Bathurst says^ in his despatches^ that the colonic 
legislature r'ipay*be assured, that from the, final 
^ccamplishment of this object this country will 
ttot be^diverted." . . > 

Now it may be true that, with the unthinking 
populaice, the extinction of slavery is dei^red ; but 
Iwhat practical !statesman would .t^JcB thin V£^ue 
'expression of feeling for his guide?. It n\ay safe^ b^ 
affirmed, that the intelligent: poilion of the comxnu^ 
nity are aware of the difficubjes« and expect from 
'Gdvemmentj not what is .theoretically to be desayedt 
but what is practically and wisely attainable. 
They are not prepared to lose our West India 
colonies, which are believed to contribute Iwgely 
to the prosperity and strength xji the kingdom ; , ppr 
'are they at all disposed to inflict injusticp >upon 
thair ffeUow^subjects, knowing well, thatwhafcey^r 
odium may now attach to the colonial, proprietor. 
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the charge of having countenanced slavery is one 
which he shares with the whole British nation. 

* But it ougTit further to be known, and well re- 
flected on by His Majesty's ministers, that humane 
and enlightened individuals, not anxious for the poli- 
tical so much as the moral grandeur of the country, 
who waive every notion of expediency, and consider 
the cause of humanity as paramount; are beginning 
fo entertain doubts as to the wisdom of the proceed- 
ings of Government. 

This is not vague opinion, but is founded on 
weighty reasons. 

< First : That it is the object of British humanity 
to exalt the entire African race, and to accompltsh 
it as a matter of genuine philanthropy in the most 
general and efficient manner. 

* It appears by parliamentary documentsv that a$ 
cuHivation, during some years past, has decreased 
in the British colonies, precisely in the same degi:ee 
has the slave-trade of foreigners increased. 

To ruin or deteriorate the British colonies is thu& 
to enccmrage the horrors of the slave-trade, and to 
increase the sum of African suffering. 

TTierefore, it being the object of the British 
nation to abridge that suffering, and not to make a 
mere display of sensibility, if the proposed mea- 
Sut'es can be proved to be destructive of cultivation 
in the British colonies, their spirit must be pro* 

G 2 
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. And^ Seqonbly : Th^t having long since com- 
mitted tb« crime of tre^nsporting the ne^o^ to ox^ 
Westr Jpciia oolonies, it is axpect^ed by the SritiBli 
nation^ ,tbat th^ wejfftre of future, g^uerations will 
be contemplated; and tbatt hereafter, a blfu^ 
^iety may be witnessed^ .pos^ssing in its^ the 
attributes, mojal> inteU3Cj;ual, and political, of 9t 
civilized people. 

So strongly does this sentiment pervade the 
nation, that it is common to hear the inquiry*^ 
''Whal are the negroes to do when free?" implying: 
the belief that rash interference may have proceeded' 
% to aocomplish the object, but that judicious le^s^ 
lation has stopped short osx the threshold, 
plf rW^ wfsr^ to mali(e an iq[)|^al to lioid Bathufst* 
apd to all who have takeii an active part in th^ 
jf^xy^otion of compulsory mapumiBsion^ muat they 
npt apknowiedge, that since the agitation of the^ 
sti^jeci; in 18@3, a oonsiderable and perceptible 
change has taken place in {)^bliQ opinion, in . conr 
sequence of the inquky 3^^tive tQ fr^ labour ; and 
that the idea of having a fl^e negro peasantry 
labouring under a tropical climate ^r hire is iip-r 
practicable and hopeless. 

Does not, then, the whole* que3tion depend on 
ffifte labour ? 
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:W6 eannot but irfer, that wlicm tlw r^fttiws wnd 
eoiwsi^yeiiceB of granting freedom tp tb© Mgroes 
by compulsion are fully understood in IlQ tfeeijr 
widely-spr^ii^ effects, thQ opiniwi '<4 th© oountry 
will be as strongly expregsie^ i^ ffuprobation. as 
Earl Bathurst propounds it %i p^ ei^ont to be in ap^ 
probatiop dfthe speedy adoption of the measure^ ' 

Without any di^r^speot it may be stated, that 
gpnje of our ininiaters, who are upborne by the 
current of public a{^laua>e» have had sufficient ex- 
perience of the fickleness of popularity. Let us 
recall to mind the wise precept of Mr. Canning 
in 1819 — " Speak not the uoill of the populace^ 
but consult their benefit.** 

We appeal to eadi member of parliament to 
further this counsel. The question of negro eman- 
cipation is virtually before them. It is conceived, 
by all those whose properties are at stake, to be 
presented in its most objectionable form, and they 
unanimously oppose it. Before deciding on the 
subject, let every member reflect on the sentiments 
of two of our greatest statesmen. 

Mr. Pitt, in every discussion in which negro- 
emancipation was agitated, pronounced, that it was 
an act which must ** flow from the master alone." 

When that presiding genius of the country's com- 
mercial greatness was no more — when Mr. Fox 
had coalesced with Lord Grenville, — and above aH, 
when the whole anti-colonial party, with Mr. Wil- 
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berforce at its head, bad joined his ranks, Mr. 

FoXjiri' the full tide of his popularity and his power, 

declared— 
*' That the idea of an act of parliament to emanci- 

^ pate the slaves in the West Indies, with&ut the 

" consent and concurrent feeling of all parties con- 

" cemerf, BOTH in this country and in that, would 
not only be mischievous in its consequences, but 
tx)tally extravagant in its conception, as well as 

" impracticable in its execution." 






THE END. 
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